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VETERINARY EXAMINATION AT SHOWS. 


The three great shows which have just been 
held at the Agricultural Hall, London, afford evi- 
dence of the value of examination for soundness as 
a help to the improvement of the horse. Prizes 
invite competition, and the first prize at any of 
these shows gives at once a character and a_posi- 
tion to the winner which can be obtained in no 
other way. Even if the winner should turn out an 
inferior stock-getter years must pass before he is 
found out, and in the meantime his owner possesses 
an animal of great value. The judges may be 
depended on to select the animal showing confor- 
mation and action of the highest order, but without 
veterinary examination a good looking unsound 
horse might be put in a position not only to propa- 
gate his good points but to transmit his unsound- 
ness. So long as the list of unsoundness is limited, 
asit is, to the grosser and most certainly here- 
ditary faults it is foolish to argue that veterinary 
certificates may ruin the usefulness of many grand 
horses and thus aliow prizes to animals of inferior 
form. 

Neither in Shires, Hackne, 3, or Hunters is any 
falling off in form visible, whilst each class has in- 
creased in soundness. In Scotland, where horse 
shows seem to be governed by dealers and where 
ve.crinary examination is not practised, horses show 
no more improvement in form than here, whilst 
they continue to exhibit a heavy proportion of un- 
soundness. 

At the Shire show 366 horses were examined. Of 
these 19 were rejected—three for roaring, one for 
shivering, one for cataract, one for stringhalt. 

At the Hackney show 410 horses were examined. 


Of these only 23 were rejected—a number on account 
of stringhalt. 

At the Hunter show 315 were examined and 28 
tejected—nine suffered from transmissible diseases, 
and the rest from temporary or accidental defects. 

ese figures are most satisfactory as showing 
me care taken to eliminate unsoundness. Of course 
ait good-looking but unsound horses are never 
show because their owners they 
rejected. If stallions their evil course is 
ie “4 y the want of prizes—if mares we can only 

Pe that their defects may be modified in the off- 
‘pring by the use of sound sires. 


“PUERPERAL TOXAIMIA ?” 


In your issue of 30th January I read with much 
pleasure and interest a very readable note on milk 
fever by Mr. Wallis Hoare, whose contributions to 
veterinary literature are always worth studying. 
The subject brought me back to your issue of 
December 19th and 26th, 1903, and I must say I 
am in agreement with the gentlemen who have 
brought forward before the profession the name of 
this disease, which is neither professional nor 
scientific. There is no meaning in the term or 
name Milk fever. It is wrong from all points of 
nomenclature of diseases. As was pointed out, there 
may be no fever present, and it is not connected 
with milk, as cows from year to year who give milk 
do not suffer from it. Mr. Beeson has already 
pointed out the unsuitable names by which this 
disease is described in veterinary literature and asks 
“is it not time we contrived a name for this disease 
somewhat more in accord with the conditions which 
are present than those in use amongst us so far.” 
I note the name of “ Lacteal intoxication” which he 
suggests to call it, but I hope he will excuse me for 
objecting to his selection on the grounds of its non- 
scientific application to this particular disease. As I 
have pointed out above, the symptoms are not 
altogether connected with milk or the giving of 
milk. Mr. Mayall has suggested the name of Toxe- 
mia, Which is scientific but not definite enough in 
its relation to milk fever, as a toxic state may be 
produced by many agents and diseases unconnected 
with this particular disease in the cow which is only 
seen at the time of giving birth. I have given the 
subject a little consideration and think either of the 
folowing names would be most suitable from a 
scientific and professional point of view, viz., Puer- 
peral coma or Puerperal toxwmia. Hither of these 
terms indicate at once the disease. In the first 
place the name puerperal denotes recent delivery or 
relating to birth or child-bed; coma or tosamia 
indicates drowsiness, deep sleep, torpor, lethargic 
state, profound unconsciousness, and the latter term 
more especially relates to the same state brought 
about by blood poisoning or other deleterious matter, 
and may be caused by alcohol or other substances 
which cause intoxication. It will be at once seen 
that the union of the two words indicates at once 
the state, condition, and symptoms we see in the 
disease so called milk fever. They are connected 
with birth, and only seen during birth, or a short 
time after delivery, hence the appropriate term 
puerperal; and the coma or toxwmia need hardly 
be described to professional men, and I can fancy 


no better scientific nomenclature for this disease 
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than either of the names 1 have now suggested. 
Before I conclude I must point out that the naming 
of diseases from a scientific and professional point 
of view rests altogether with the Editors of our 
text books and the Professors in our Colleges. If 
Milk fever is lectured on as such students will in 
f ' after life always write and speak of it as such, and 
it is almost impossible for them to deviate from their 
i school days. However, I hope in these days of 
4 unique progress in our profession, which is only 
i equalled by the advance our ally, Japan, has made 
in civilisation, and in the art of naval and military 
warfare during the last 30 years, that we also will 
advance in all branches of our scientific pro- 


fession. 


Meerut. “ Luna.” 


| 
| 


i FRACTURES OF THE BONES OF THE 
4 HOCK JOINT. 

Case I.—Fracture of Os Calcis (Compound). 
Subject.—An aged bay cart gelding. 
History.—At work in the rear of a two horse | 

team, shunting, ?7.c. moving railway trucks or coaches. 


From the driver’s account the animal slipped up 
on to its haunches, fell, and was dragged a couple 
of yards by the leading horse, and on getting up 
was jammed between two trucks. When liberated 
it was thought that his hip was injured, the animal 
could not bear any weight on the injured leg and 
was sent to the stables in a float, where I saw the 
case. 

Symptoms.—The diagnosis was easy. Besides 
noticing the lower part of the os calcis just break- 
ing the skin, one also observed a dropping of the 
quarter and hock, great flexion of the latter, crepi- 
tation, inability to bear weight, the animal “hitch- 
ing” or pulling up the leg spasmodically ; uneasiness, 
sweating, etc. 


Case II.—Frracture of Cuneiform Magnum. 


Subject. — A light harness gelding, about six 
years old. 

History and Symptoms.—One of several others 
standing in stalls with short buskins or partitions 
about eight feet long. Was found one morning to 
be very lame, and the case brought to my notice. 
On examination I found that the animal could bear 
little or no weight on the injured limb, and also that 
there was a slight abrasion towards the lower border 
of the seat of spavin. 

Diagnosis.—Difficult. I thought it possible that 
there might be a small splinter of bone broken, but 
could not decide whether from C. magnum or sea- 
phoid. 

The case gradually got worse, temperature went 
up to and remained between 103° F. and 104 F., 
appetite fickle, synovia mixed with traces of blood 
made its appearance. The animal from the first 
had been put in slings, the wound on hock dressed 
with corros. subli. sol. 1-500, oil of cloves etc., the 
hock itself being continually fomented with cloths 
wrung out of hot water, but despite everything, as the 
animal looked like doing no good, was slaughtered 


about the sixth day. 
E. M.R.C.V.S. 
Hockley, Birmingham. 


A New PAtventT OPERATING 
TABLE FOR DoGs, CATS AND 
SMALL ANIMALS. 


By J. Avex Topp, M.R.C.V.S., 
Worthing. 


The accompanying  illustra- 
th tration shows «an Operation 
Table (Patented) designed by 
me some two and a half years 
since. During this time, it has 
been in constant use in an ex- 
tensive canine practice and has 
been found to answer admirably 
all the purposes required of it. 


The advantages claimed are:—(a) The easy and | of a great number of small h 
secure method of fixing the animal. (b) The absence | surface of the Table. (c) The consequent ease 
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HE 


ntire 
with 


March 12, 1904 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 575 


which the Table may be thoroughly cleansed. (d) 
Its firmness and solidity, no matter how large the dog 
placed on it. 

Animals are fixed with hobbles in the usual 
manner. 

Large dogs occupy the whole length of the Table, 
medium sized (terriers, etc.) are fixed on a two- 
thirds surface, whilst toy-dogs, and eats are fixed 
across the Table over a one-third surface. 

The Table is made in well-seasoned white deal, or 
if desired, in pine or other woods. It can also be 
supplied in metal with enamelled surface. 

Messrs. Arnold & Sons, West Smithfield, are ap- 
pointed sole Agents and Makers: from whors, price 
and any further particulars may be obtained. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 
MELANOSIs. 
A horse was found in the stall one morning with 


his head hanging down and his nose touching the ! 


THE ReLation oF Upprr Disease Cows 
TO AN Epipemic or Sore THROAT IN THE 


Districts oF WokING AND Horseuh. 


By Prof. 2. Worr ny 


Report of an Enquiry ordered by the British Dairy 
Farmers’ Association, 


In compliance with the request of the Cattle Diseases 
Committee [ have enquired into the facts and cireum- 
stances relating to an outbreak of sore throat at Woking 
and Horsell, which it was alleged had resulted from the 
ingestion of milk obtained from a particular farm in the 
last named district, and although not directly stated, it 
was implied by the Medical Officer of Health that the 
infecting matter had been derived from one or more of 
four particular cows in the herd, 

The questions upon which you desired to be informed 
were :—-1, as to ee at hat the milk was concerned in the 
spread of the disease ; 2, as to the source of the matter 
by which it became infective. 


An answer to the first question will be found in the 


ground. There. appeared to be two dislocations, | following facts contained in a report of the Medical 


the upper one at the commencement of the neck 
and the lower at the 4-5th vertebrw marking of a 
depression between them. When untied the animal 
moved in a circle to the left, all attempts to raise 
and straighten the head were useless. Post-mortem 
showed a large tumour on the right side at the 
origin of the neck, 17 cm. in diameter, there were 
also two small lobular tumours in the spleen, 
another below the right parotid, another at the 
entrance to the stomach, and one on the first false 
rib. Other tumours were attached to the trachea, 
vena cava, right iliac artery, larynx, and jaw. All 
the tumours were melanotic; the muscles of the 
left side of the body were infiltrated with a blackish 
mass. The cause of the twist of the neck was no 
doubt due to the melanotic infiltration. —Oest. 
Monatschrift f. Thier. 


Enzootic PARALYSIS. 


Thomassen has observed some cases of paralysis 
of the fore part of the horse, with accelerated pulse 
and respiration, difficulty of mastication and deglu- 
tition, and paralysis of the tongue. In one case 
there was an extraordinary venous stasis at the base 
of the brain, and a large collection of fluid under the | 
dura mater. Bacteriological examination proved 
blank, microscopical examination of the medulla 
oblongata showed a great similarity to the disease 

nown as softening of the medulla in the human 

ing, but the course of the digease was more acute. 

le cause of the disease was considered to be 
poisoning from feeding too freely on carrots, similar 
to that which was noticed some forty years ago in 
West Flanders from the excessive use of beet, which 
produced glosso-labial paralysis, and the root ap- 
peared to have a special toxic action on the medulla 
oblongata.— Deut. Tier. Wochen. 

Such cerebro-spinal action is well recognised in 
Several of the umbellifera, such as hemlock, cenanthe, 
ete. Has any special alkaloid been isolated in the 
carrot, whose “tops’” are popularly reported to be 
Polsonous. From its general physiological action I 


am inclined to think such a property exists. | , 
F. E. P. 


Officer of Health in respect to the history of the out- 
break. 

About the beginning of October his attention was 
called to unusual prevalence of sore throat in the Wok- 
ing District, and as the cases presented a diphtheritic 
character, portions of exudation matter removed from 
the throats of several patients were forwarded to him 
for examination, by medical men under whose care 
they were. Microscopical inspection of this matter 
showed an absence of the diphtheria bacillus from the 
“majority” of the cases, but organisms such as are com- 
monly observed in severe cases of sore throat were 
found to be present. 

At the end of October Dr. Pierce’s attention was 
called to the apparently ¢uyectrous nature of the sore 
throats which had in some instances terminated fatally. 
.. a Unlike an epidemic of diphtheria there was 
a distinet!y larger number of adults affected than young 
children. On enquiring into the milk supply of seven 
households visited by Dr. Pierce, it was found that the 
supply of six out of the seven was obtained from two 
dealers. These dealers were found to derive their milk, 
one from two sources, both without the district, and the 
other from five sources, four of which were outside the 
district. It was noted, however, that one of the sources 
was common to both, Information was ob- 
tained of 98 infected houses and out of this number it 
was found that no less than 76 obtained their milk from 
the two dealers in question —48 from one, and 28 from 
the other- whilst the remaining 22 households derived 
their supply from nine other different dealers, the num- 
ber of households supplied by the several dealers being 
5, 3,3, 3, 2,2, 2,1, 1. Of these nine dealers four do 
approximately the same amount of business and supply 
the same area as the two suspected dairies. The 22 
exceptions may be accounted for by : 

i. The practice of milkmen of borrowing from one 

another on their rounds. 

2, The practice of householders in occasionally buying 

extra milk from passers-by. 

3. The conveyance: of infection from one house to 

another. 

). The possibility of the milk being similarly impure, 

but to a less extent. 

>. By making allowance for the prevalence of sore 

throat at this t me of the year. ; 

From a full consideration of all the facts and circum- 
stances of the outbreak, Dr. Pierce came to the conclu- 
sion the disease was in some way connected with the 
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milk supply, and the evidence set out in his report, of 
which the above is a summary, would seem to warrant 
the conclusion at which he arrived. 

In seeking a solution of the second question—viz. : 
the source of the matter by which the milk became in- 
fective, or acquired its hurtful ptoperty—Dr. Pierce, in 
company with Dr. Brind (Medical Officer for the Hor- 
sell District), together with Mr. Wild (Veterinary Sur- 
geon to the District Council), visited the farm from 
which the suspected milk was obtained, on the 13th of 
November, and they examined the milk yielded by each 
quarter of the udders of 20 cows whence the supply was 

rawn. 

As a result of this inspection it was found that four 
of!the animals thus dealt with yielded milk fouled with 
pus, more or less blood stained and containing soliditied 
casein. 

Dr. Pierce describes the matter obtained from each of 
these four cows as follows -— 


No. Colour. Qrs. Affected. Condition of Milk. 


1. Red Brindled One Curdling light brown 
colour. 

2. Black Two Pinkish thick curdy 
matter. 

3. Red Roan Two Similar to No. 2. 

4. Jersey Four Three teats similar 


matter to No. 3, 
and the 4th teat 
gave coagulated 
milk. 
History OF THE Cows. 


It is not unimportant te this enquiry to consider the 
history of these fonr cows and their connection with 
the dairy. 

In this respect | gathered that No. 1, was purchased 
in May last, after having calved about three weeks. The 
left hind quarter was found to be defective when she 
came on to the farm and the “ watery stutf that came 
from it was milked on to the ground and was never 
mixed with the milk sent to Woking.” 

No. 2 was purchased 15 months ago, and was then 
due to calve in three or four weeks. 

At the time of calving the udder was perfectly healthy 
and yielded a plentiful supply of good milk until ten 
days ora fortnight before the Medical Officers called to 
inspect the herd (November 13) when in consequence of 
having caught cold in one of her quarters the milk from 
that quarter was found to be “ wrong.” So soon as it 
was noticed it was “ milked into a separate pail three or 
four times a day and thrown into the hog tub.” 

No. 3 was purchased at the same time as No. 1, and 
slipped her calf in July. The milk from this cow was 
used in the trade through the month of August, when a 
calf was put to her, and continued to take all her milk 
during September, after which the supply from her 
being very small, she was dried off. In carrying out 
this process the milk was removed from her every second 
day, and “thrown into the hog tub.” 

No. 4 had been on the farm about 18 months. She 
was purchased when in calf and dry. When she calved 
down, it was found that only one quarter was function- 
ally active, and, as the other quarters afforded no milk, 
they were not stripped in the course of milking. The 
fourth quarter ms yielded about a pint of milk, 
which could not be used in the trade and was given to 
the pigs. 

In this connection it will be noticed of No. 1, that the 
defect in the left hind-quarter of the udder was known 
to the milker from the first, and the “ watery stutf” 
it contained was milked on to the ground, and it is said 
was never mixed with the milk sent to Woking. 

The udder of No. 2, continued to yield good milk from 
the time of calving until the end of October or the begin- 
ning of November when in consequence of having taken 


cold one quarter became “wrong.” As at this time the 
throat epidemic had become thoroughly established this 
cow would have had no part in its orgin. 

No. 3 contributed nothing to the stock of milk sold 
after August, and No. 4, whose quarters were all defective 
was not in the service of the dairy at all. ; 

This is the story of the cows, as told by the dairyman 
and his man. t 

It must, however, be pointed out that both the retailers 
of the milk had had occasion to call the attention of the 
dairy farmer to a defect in its condition. A complaint 
was made by one of them in July or Angust that the 
milk did not keep, and by the other immediately pre- 
ceding or during the epidemic as to the presence of 
a slimy deposit in it. It is more than probable, there- 
fore, that matter from a diseased gland did from time to 
time find its way into the milk supplied to these trades- 
men and in this instance, as in many others, there is 
reason for thinking that the operation of milking was 
not carried out with that care which should have been 
given to it. The habit of milking from two teats fre- 
quently leads men in thoughtless moments to seize upon 
one connected with a diseased quarter and, until atten- 
tion is reawakened, to transmit its contents into the 
pail. This may have been the case with No. 1, in July 
or August and with No. 2 in October. 

As L have pointed out elsewhere, this form of milk 
contamination is by no means of seldom occurrence, 
and although disgusting and maybe inimical to health 
there is no direct evidence forthcoming to warrant the 
conclusion that this product of an ordinary inflamma- 
tion of the gland is capable of exciting a specific infec- 
tious disease in those who periodically consume the 
milk. 

In this connection it must be noted that the condi- 
tions found to exist in the udders of the four cows re- 
ferred to are common ailments in breeding and dairy 
farms—always present, to a greater or less extent, in 
some, and seldom absent for long together in others. 
Colds, bruises, indifferent milking, and the process of 
drying off, prior to calving, are among the more frequent 
causes which bring them about. That they are condi- 
tions to be avoided, and to be guarded against as possible 
means of milk contamination, goes without saying ; but 
those who have any experience of milk as it comes In 
bulk into large cen res, know how frequently _ the 
strainer tells the story of inflamed udders and purulent 
contamination. Disagreeable as it may appear, It Is 
stated, on no less authority than that of Dr. Leslie 
Eastes, that 80 per cent. of samples of milk examined 
by him while being sold in the ordinary way were found 
to contain pus or muco-pus and streptococci. 

That such a condition is filthy, disgusting, and may 
provehurtful to public héalth is perfectly true ; but 
am not aware that there are any grounds for attributing 
to the products of these common ailments the special 
property attributed to them in the Woking epidemic, 
nor is such a conclusion allowable here, in face of tHe 
fact that a contagioue human ailment resembling tha! 
concerned in the epidemic in all essential particulars, 
existed in the family of the dairy farmer before au 
during the continuance of the Woking outbreak. 


THE DAIRYMAN AND HIS FAMILy. 


In seeking for a possible explanation of the outbreak 
apart from the cows, and one which could be connecte' 
with a known human ailment, enquiry was made te 
the health and condition of the dairyman and his family. 

The family comprised : Mr. and Mrs, A. and their (We 
sons and two daughters. _ In the middle of September 
'Mr. A. was laid up with an attack of sore throat 
| followed by pains in his joints, and on the 29th of «a 
| tember sought advice from the family doctor. On “ra 
2nd of October the doctor's attention was also called ' 
the eldest son who had also a sore throat and enlarst 
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ment of neighbouring glands, associated with pains in| The milk contains a small number of leucocytes, both 
the body and limbs. On the 4th of October the second mononuclear and polynuclear (pus corpuscles)— rather 
son contracted the disease and was medically attended, more than should be present in normal milk. 
and later on his mother and two sisters also became Amongst the vast number of bacteria present I find 
atfected with an inflamed sore throat associated with at least two sorts of streptococci, neither of them forming 
pains in the head. It is clear, therefore, from these long chains. I could not state that these streptococci 
facts, that during the month of September and before | are pathogenic, nor can | deny it. A. mouse inoculated 
the outbreak at Woking this disease had appeared with 1¢.c. of the milk died on the fourth day of mfee- 
at the farm from which the incriminated milk was tion with B. coli communis, but no streptococe: were 
supplied, and spread during October through the whole found in its blood or organs. From a phenol-broth cul- 
family of the dairy farmer, ; ; ture of the milk [ succeeded in isolating a streptococens, 
Speaking of those persons involved in the epidemic but it proved on inoculation not to be pathogenic, 
outbreak in question, the Medical Officer of Health = Sample B-From the left hind quarter of the udder 
describes them as “patients suffering from sore throat of black COW, 
of different grades of severity, some of whom had in Like the last this milk contained some excess of leu- 
addition headache, pains in the back and limbs and cocytes, including polynuclears. | tind in this milk a 
fever. - very large number of streptococei in long chains, which 
If we compare the clinical characters presented in are probably of a pathogenic species, | was, however, 
these two groups of cases, and note in each the spread- unable to isolate this long-chained species In pure cul- 
ing character of the disease, it is difficult to resist the ture. A mouse inoculated with | c.c. of the milk sur- 
conclusion that they were pathologically identical, and  vived. isolated a  short-chained species of strepto- 
reasons are not wanting for regarding the one as a coceus by culture in phenol broth, but like that from 
direct offshoot of the other, Sample A it proved non-pathogenic on inoculation. 
Whether this was so or not it is difficult to supply Conelusions.—| am thus obliged to limit the conelu- 
absolute proof, but it is not difficult to show by the evi- | sions to what may be inferred from the microscopic 
dence of the dairy farmer and his wife that oppor- | characters of the milks. [t is unfortunate that the eul- 
tunities were not wanting whereby the milk pans and | tures and inoculations proved abortive. 
other utensils used in the business could, and as it would | —[ have no hesitation, however, in asserting that the 
appear did, become contaminated with infection from a | long-chained streptococci and pus cells in milk B (black 
human source. ; cow) indicate disease, probably a mastitis, which was no 
The washing and cleansing of the dairy utensils and | longer acute at the time the milk was taken. The 
appliances was carried on in the kitchen by the farmer’s ; organisms may possibly have lost their virulence. 
wife and her daughter, who, at the same time, attended) In the case of Sample A (red brindled cow) the micro- 
on the dairyman during his illness, and became them- | scopic evidence is inconclusive. 
selves the subjects of the disease a little later on. (Signed) F. W. 
The washing and cleansing of the dairy appliances -— — 
was carried on at the same sink where plates, dishes, 
Jugs and other articles used for various purposes in the 


ANDREWES, M.D. 


sick room would be in like manner dealt with. These TRANSVAAL 
creumstances point at least to possible infection of the VETERINARY MEDICAL COUNCIL. 


milk from a human source. It must be remembered 
that the outbreak of the epidemic commenced with the! A meeting was held in the Municipal Buildings, 
dairy farmer himself in the middle of September, and | Johannesburg, on Saturday, January 30th. Captain 
from that time spread from one to another through the | Lrvine Smith, S.A.C., President, in the chair. Others 
entire family. As to when and how he contracted the present were Capt. Bell, Messrs. Stewart Stockman, 
disease there is no sufticient evidence to show, but [ have | Gavin, Christy, Kellet, Peddie, and Kirby Pilkington, 
his assurance for saying that he never drank milk until | Hon. Sec. 
advised to do so by his medical attendant during the = Captain Ikvink Surru opened the meeting by stating 
early period of his convalescence, and that the family | that in accordance with the agenda members present 
only took it in puddings and in tea. | would be aware that they had met to consider the pro- 
The morbid conditions existing in the udders of cows | posed draft Ordinance for the veterinary profession. 
land 4, had been present for months prior to the out-| Introducing the draft Ordinance he stated that they 
break, and it is reasonable to assume that had they | must remember that it would be unjust to endeavour to 
possessed the power to impart to the milk an infective | deprive any practitioners from practising as vetermary 
property, the disease would have appeared at an earlier | surgeons who earned a living prior to the War and who 
date. were in possession of a qvalification entitling them to 
During the month of September when the disease first | practice as a veterinary surgeon, or who were recognised 
appeared in the family, the milk from No. 3 cow was . the late tioverrment as qualified to practise as 
ing consumed by a calf, and could not therefore have | veterinary surgeons, always provided they are practising 
taken any part in originating the malady, while the as such at present in this Colony. Passing on to the 
udder disease found to exist in No. 2 cow did not appear qualifications to be recognised tinder the present Ordi- 
until November when the outbreak was at its height. nance after the taking etfect of same, Capt. Irvine Smith 
On the 22nd of December | forwarded to Dr. maintained that it was not the intention of the Ordi- 
Andrewes, of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, samples of nance to reserve the Transvaal as a monopoly for the 
milk from two of the cows referred to in. the enquiry ; M.R.C.V.S., on the other hand they wished to establish 
one from the left hind quarter of the red brindled cow, a precedent by offering reciprocity to all comers, no 
and another from the left hind quarter of the udder of the matter of what nationality, so long as they held a dip- 
ack cow, and |append his report. The other cows had Joma entitling them to practice in the country in which 
een disposed of, it was granted, and by the laws of the country im which 
the diploma was conferred British subjects legally 
Report on Two Specimens of Milk from Professor Ave. qualified to practise as abe we 
Saint Bartholomew’s Hospital and College, sritain and 
ent 4.—From the left hind quarter of the udder of By adopting these 
€ red brindled cow, 
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reciprocity and they would assist in opening up foreign 
countries for the M.R.C.V.S. ; 
We append a copy of the proposed draft Ordinance. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS’ ORDINANCE. 


Whereas it is expedient that provision be made for 
the licensing and registration of Veterinary Surgeons, 
and to enable persons requiring the aid of a Veterinary 
Surgeon for the cure or prevention of diseases in or 
injuries to horses and other animals, to distinguish 
between qualified and unqualified practitioners. 

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor of the Trans- 
vaal, by and with the advice and consent of the Legis- 
lative Council, as follows :-— 

PART I. 

This Ordinance may be cited as the Veterinary Sur- 
geons Ordinance. 

This Ordinance shall take effect on such day as the 
Governor shall appoint by proclamation in 7'he Gazette, 
but the section shall take etfect forthwith after the 
passing of this Ordinance. 

In this Ordinance the following terms shall bear the 
following meanings. 

“Veterinary Surgeon” means every persons’ duly 
admitted and lawfully entitled to practice in this 
Colony Veterinary Surgery on the day before taking 
effect of this Ordinance, and also every person duly 
qualitied by license and registration under this Ordi- 
nance to practice veterinary surgery within this Colony. 

“ Veterinary Surgery ” means the art and science of 
Veterinary Surgery and Medicine. 

“Council” means the Transvaal Veterinary Council 
established under this Ordinance. 


PART 2.—Constitution and General Powers 
of the Transvaal Veierinary Council. 


On the day of the taking effect of this Ordinance 
there shall be established in this Colony a body to be 
styled the Transvaal Veterinary Council. 

The members of the first Council shall consist of 
eight Veterinary Surgeons all of whom shall be nomi- 
nated by the Governor. All succeeding Councils shall 
be elected in the manner hereinafter provided. The 
succeeding Councils shal] consist of eight veterinary 
surgeons, of whom one Veterinary Surgeon shall be 
nominated by the Governor and seven Veterinary 
Surgeons shall be elected by the Veterinary Surgeons 
of the Colony in manner following : 

(a) On or before a date or dates, to be fixed by notice 
in The Gazette, every person then duly licensed or regis- 
tered as a Veterinary Surgeon may sign or deliver to 
such person as may be appointed for the purpose by 
such notice a written paper to the following effect :— 

day of 19 Election of member (or 
members as the case may be) of the Transvaal Veteri- 
nary Council. Vote for of and of 
to be Members of the Transvaal Veterinary Council for 


the period expiring on the day of 19 
Signed 


(6) The said written paper may be delivered through 
the post ; but no paper shall be accepted or counted 
which has not been delivered at the place appointed by 
such notice as aforesaid before 4 o’clock in the afternoon 
of the day fixed by that notice, or unless the signature 
to such paper is attested as genuine by some Justice of 
the Peace. 

(c) Any person entitled to vote at such election may 
vote for as many candidates as there are members to be 
elected. 


number of votes, shall upon his certificate addressed to 
the Colonial Secretary be, by notice in The Gazette, ap- 
pointed members of the Council. 

(e) In the case of an equality of votes the Colonial 
Secretary shall have a casting vote. 

The Members of the Council shall be nominated or 

elected as the case may be, for such term not exceeding 
five years as the Governor shall think fit, and specify in 
such notice as is provided in the last preceding section, 
and the Governor may at will, by notice in The Gazette, 
remove any nominated member, and at the request of 
the Council may, if satisfied that due cause exists for 
such removal, by like notice remove any elected member, 
and any member may resign by letter addressed to the 
President of the Council, and upon the death, removal, 
or resignation of any member some other qualified 
yerson shall be nominated or elected in manner herein 
vefore provided for the residue of the said term, but it 
shall be lawful for the Council, during such vacancy, to 
exercise the powers hereinafter provided. 

The first meeting of the first Council shall take place 
upon a day or days to be iixed by the Governor in the 
notice appointing the elected members as aforesaid, and 


such meeting or adjournment thereof the Members of 


the Council there present shall select from amongst 
themselves a President of the Transvaal Veterinar 
Council, and the person elected to the said oftice shall 
hold the same during the continuation of his member- 


ship of the Council. 


The Council may from time to time make such rules 
and regulations to be approved of and published as in 
this Ordinance provided as to the time and places of the 
meetings of the Council, the mode of summoning the 
same, and the general regulations of business as_ shall 
seem expedient, and in the absence of any rule or regu- 
lation as to the summoning of meetings, the President 
may summon a meeting of the Council at such time and 
place as to him shall seem expedient by letter addressed 


‘to each member. 


At every meeting in the absence of the President 
some Other member present shall be chosen to act as 
President, and all acts of the Council shall be decided 
by the votes of the majority of the members present at 
any meeting, the whole number present being not less 
than four: and atall meetings the President for the time 
being shall, in addition to his vote as a member, have 
a casting vote in the case of an equality of votes. 

The Council shall have power to appoint an Executive 
Committee out of their own body, of which the quorum 
shall not be less than three, and to delegate to such 
Committee such powers and duties vested in the 
Council as the Council shall think fit. 

The Council may from time to time appoint a Secre 
tary at a reasonable salary‘and may by resolution remove 
such Secretary from his office. 

After the first election of members of the Council the 
provision of the section of this Ordinance shall. 
mutate mutandis, reguiate all future elections of mel- 
ber or members of the Council, but the persons entitled 
to vote at any such future election shall be Veterinaty 
Surgeons as defined by this Ordinance, the Secretary 0! 
the Council may attest as genuine the signature of any 
elector, and the provisions of this Ordinance shall apply 
to the Council and the members thereof respectively 
who may hereafter be appointed or elected after suc! 
first election. 


PART 3.—Licenses for Veterinary Surgeois 
Every person who, on the day before the taking effect 


of this Ordinance, shall be in this Colony duly admitte 


and lawfully qualified to practice and is engaged |" 
i hall not- 


| practice as a bona-fide Veterinary Practitioners 
withstanding the passing of this Ordinance, be entitle’ 
his calling as afore 


(2) Such persons as in Sub-section A mentioned shall 
open and count the said written papers, and the duly ; ; 
qualified person or persons who shall have the greatest ; to continne the practice or carry on 
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said without obtaining the license referred to in the 
section, provided that : 

(1) The names, addresses, and qualifications of all such 
persons shall as soon as may be after the days ap- 

ointed as aforesaid be entered in the register re- 
erred to in this Ordinance. 

(2) Every person shall on and after the said day be 
amenable to all the provisions of this Ordinance, 
or of any law relating to Veterinary Surgeons. 

(3) Noomission of or mistake in any entry which should 
be made in the aforesaid register in accordance with 
para. 1 of this section shall be deemed to prejudice 
the right of any person, in respect of whose name, 
address, or qualification such omission or mistake 
has occurred, to practice as aforesaid if duly licensed 
and lawfully entitled. 4 

On and after the day on which this Ordinance takes 
effect, no person, save and except such person as referred 
to in the last preceding section shall be entitled to 
practice asa Veterinary Surgeon, unless he has obtained 
a license signed by the Colonial Secretary on the recom- 
mendation of the Council ; and previously to obtaining 
such license such person shall submit his Diploma of 
his being duly qualitied to practice as a Veterinary Sur- 
geon, for the examination and approval of the Council, 
who may require by sworn declaration ‘before a Justice 
of the Peace or by other evidence such proof of identity 
and good character of such person, of the authenticity 
of such Diploma as they shall deem fit, and any person 
wilfully making a false statement in such declaration 
shall be liable to the penalties by law provided for the 
crime of perjury. Provided always the Colonial Secre- 
tary shall, if the Council be satistied with the proof of 
his identity and good character, grant a license to every 
applicant whose name appears in the Register of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons or who is entitled 
to be registered in Great Britain and Ireland. 

No such license as aforesaid shall be granted to any 
a to practise as a Veterinary Surgeon by virtue 
of the Degree, Diploma. or certificate of a foreign Uni- 
versity or Veterinary School unless it be proved to the 
satisfaction of the Council that — 

(1) The said Degree or Diploma entitles the owner to 
practice as a Veterinary Surgeon in the country in 
which it is granted. 

(2) By the laws of the country in which Degree or Dip- 
loma was conferred British subjects legally quali- 
fied to practise as Veterinary Surgeons in Great 
Britain and Ireland are afforded privileges equiva- 
lent to those granted by license under this Ordin- 
ance. 

Where the Council have refused to approve of the 

iplona submitted in terms of Sections by any 
person desirous of being registered as a Veterinary Sur- 
the Supreme Court, on application made to them 

y such person, may, after communicating with the 
Council, order that a license be issued to the applicant, 
Mm case the Supreme Court shall be of the opinion that 
the Council have not adhered to the regulations in the 
Sections mentioned, and the name of such applicant 
Shall therenpon be entered in the Register referred to 
in this Ordinance. 

: Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained 

mM this Ordinance, any Veterinary Otticer of His 

mvestys Service, but not otherwise, shall be duly 

adinitted to practice Veterinary Surgery without taking 
Such license as aforesaid. ; 

‘very Veterinary Surgeon registered under this 

> meg shall be entitled to compound and dispense 
medicine for animals by himself or any other Veteri- 


person to be licensed and registered under this Ordin- 
ance, by making or procuring or causing to be made or 
procured any false or fraudulent representation either 
verbally or in writing, not amounting to the crime of 
perjury, and every person aiding or assisting him shall, 
on conviction thereof, be liable to be imprisoned with 
or without hard labour for any term not exceeding 
twelve months. 

No company of persons who are not registered under 
this Ordinance may use the description or titles provided 
herein, nor may any company carry on the profession 
of Veterinary Surgery or the business of Veterinary 
Chemist or Druggist, as the case may be, unless the 
directors of this company are duly registered Veterinary 
Surgeons, and unless the name of the assistant manag- 
ing the shop or other place in which the business is 
carried on by the company, who himself must be quali- 
fied, is conspicuously posted in such shop or place, but, 
subject to this provision, anything which would be an 
offence under this Ordinance if committed by an indivi- 
dual to be an offence if committed by a conipany. 

Any person or persons who shall wilfully and falsely 
pretend to be, or take or use the name or title of veterti- 
nary surgeon, veterinary practitioner, veterinary doctor, 
Member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, or 
takes or uses any name, title, addition, or description by 
means Of initials or letters placed after his name, or 
otherwise stating or implying that he is licensed or 
registered under this Ordinance, or that he is duly quali- 
fied to practise as a veterinary surgeon, or any person who 
shall practise as a veterinary surgeon without such 
license as aforesaid, shall be liable to a fine not exceed- 
ing one hundred pounds for each offence, and default of 
payment he shall be liable to imprisonment, with or 
without hard labour, for a period not exceeding six 
months, unless such fine be sooner paid. 


PART 4.—Register of Veterinary Surgeons. 


There shall be kept in the oftice of the Colonial Secre- 
tary a correct Register of the names, addresses, date of 
admission, license, and qualifications of all veterinary 
»ractitioners and the person appointed by the Colonial 
Secretary to keep such Register, shall make entries 
therein in accordance with information from time to 
time supplied by the Secretary of the Council, and shall 
from time to time erase the names of all registered per- 
sons reported to him by the Secretary of the Council or 
known to him to have died, and shall from time to time 
make the necessary alterations in the addresses or state- 
ments of qualifications of the persons registered under 
this Ordinance, and to enable the Register to be properly 
kept, it shall be lawful for the Secretary to the Council 
to write and forward a duly registered letter to any 
registered person, addressed to him according to his 
address in the Register, to enquire whether he has ceased 
to practice or has changed his residence, and if no answer 
shall be returned to such letter within the period of six 
months from the sending of this letter, it shall be lawful 
to erase the name of such person from the Register, pro- 
vided always that the same may be restored at the re- 
quest of the Council, and the erasure of his name under 
this section shall not be deemed to disqualify any person 
duly licensed from practising the profession or carrying 
on the calling of veterinary surgery. 

Every person registered under this Ordinance who may 
have obtained any cegree or qualification other than 
the degree or qualification, in respect of which he may 
be registered, may have such other degree or qualifica- 
tion inserted in the Register in addition to the degree 
or qualification already registered, at the request of the 


mid Surgeon with whom he is in partnership or with 
om! he is professionally associated, either as principal 
OF assistant, 
mane Person or persons who shall wilfully and falsely | 
ure or attempt to procure himself or any other 


Council, and on paynent of such fee as may be ee 
scribed by regulation by the Council and approved of 
and published as provided in this Ordinance. 

No degree or qualification shall be entered on the 
Register, either on the first registration or by the way of 
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addition to a registered name, or as in the last section 
mentioned, unless the Council be satistied by the proper 
evidence that the person claiming is entitled to it, and 
any entry which shall be proved to the satistaction of the 
Council to have been fraudulently or incorrectly made 
may be erased from the Register, provided that a record 
of the reason for every such erasure shall be signed by the 
Under Colonial Secretary and kept in the office of the 
Under Colonial Secretary. 

The Colonial Secretary shall, at the request of the 
‘Council, cause to be erased from the Register the name 
of any person who either before or after the passing of 
this Ordinance may have been declared disqualitied for 
practice by or whose name may have been struck off the 
roll, Register, or record of the University, College, or 
other body from which such person received any 
diploma, degree, or other instrument upon the faith of 
which such person was admitted to practise or obtain a 
license in this Colony, and thereupon such person shall 
no longer be deemed to be a veterinary surgeon, pro- 
vided that the Colonial Secretary, before causing the 
name of such person to be erased, shall be satisfied that 
such person has, if possible, had an opportunity of show- 
ing cause before the Council why his name should not 
be erased from such Register. . 

If any person licensed under this Ordinance shall, 
after due enquiry, at which such person shall have an 
opportunity of being heard, be judged by the Council to 
have been guilty of improper or unprofessional conduct 
the Council may reprimand or caution, in writing under 
the hand of the President, such person, and if such im- 
proper or unprofessional conduct be persisted in by such 
person after due receipt of such reprimand or caution, 
or if the Council shall judge such person after such 
enquiry to have been guilty of infamous or disgraceful 
conduct in any professional or other respects the 
Governor may, if he sees fit, direct that the name ot such 


rson_ be erased from the Register, and that his license. 


be withdrawn and cancelled, and the Council shall make 
‘such enquiry upon fide information or complaint 
made by any member of the public, provided that the 
name of such person may be restored thereafter to the 
Register on the request of the Council, and that provided 
that no person whose name shall be erased from the 
Register under this section shall be deemed, merely by 
reason that such person shall remain in possession of a 
license, to be qualified or licensed to practise the pro- 
fession of veterinary surgery. 

If any person licensed under this Ordinance shall after 
<lue enquiry in manner provided by the last preceding 
section of this Ordinance be found to have counselled, or 
knowingly be a party in respect of which any other per- 
son shall have been convicted of a contravention of sec- 
tion of this Ordinance, such first mentioned person shall 
be dealt with under the last preceding ‘section as a 
person guilty of improper or unprofessional conduct, or 
of infamous or disgraceful conduct as the Council shall 
determine, provided that the provisions of this section 
shall not be deemed to exempt any person from prosecu- 
tion from any contravention of the said section to which 
he may be liable. 

Any license obtained either before or after the taking 
effect of this Ordinance by means of any false or frau- 
dulent representations, or by personation, shall be void, 
and any holding or practising by virtue of any such 
license or certificate shall be liable to the penalties pro- 
vided by the section of this Ordinance, for practising 
without a license. 


PART 5.—The Keeping and the Sale of 
Poisons. 
All Veterinary Surgeons shall label all vessels, boxes, 
bottles, wrappers, or packages in their possession con- 
taining poisons that may be enumerated and scheduled 
in any existing Ordinance or any future Ordinance with 


the word poison, and shall exercise due care and caution 
in the custody of the same and shall observe all pro- 
visions laid down for the proper care of any poisons that 
may be scheduled in any existing or future 
Ordinance. 

If any Veterinary Surgeon suffer such poison as afore- 
said to be kept without due care he shall be liable to a 
fine not exceeding twenty pounds, or in default of pay- 
ment to be imprisoned aah or without hard labour for 
any period not exceeding three months unless such fine 
be sooner paid, and the person convicted shall further 
become liable to withdrawal and cancellation of his 
license if the Governor shall deem it fit to withdraw or 
cancel same. 


PART 6.—Miscellaneous. 


It shall be lawful for the Secretary of the Council or 
any person duly authorised in writing under the hand of 
the President to take and institute any proceedings, 
civil and criminal, on behalf of the Council, but noth- 
ing herein contained shall be deemed to deprive any 
— of any right which, but for this section, he would 

ave to institute any proceedings, civil or criminal, 
against any other person. 

If in any proceedings, civil or criminal, it shall be 
material to determine whether any person be or be not 
duly licensed under this Ordinance, a certificate under 
the hand of the Under Colonial Secretary to the effect 
that such persons is or is not, as the case may be, duly 
licensed and registered, shall be deemed and taken to be 
sufficient prima facie proof of the fact alleged in such 
certificate. 

All rules and regulations by this Ordinance authorised 
to be made by the Council shall be of legal validity ouly 
when approved of and published by the Governor in 
The Gazette,and penalties for the breach thereof may be 
prescribed not exceeding in any case a fine of ten pounds 
sterling. 

For the purpose of any enquiry by the Council author- 
ised by this Ordinance, it shall be lawful for the Presi- 
dent for the time being of the Council to administer an 
oath toany person testifying before the Council, and any 
person who shall wilfully give false testimony on oath 
on any matter material to any such enquiry shall be 
guilty of a contravention of this section and be liable to 
the punishment provided by law for the crime of 
perjury. 

Ne person shall be entitled to recover any charge 1! 
any court of law for any veterinary surgery, advice, 
attendance, or for the performance of any operation as@ 
veterinary practitioner commonly performed only by @ 
Veterinary Surgeon, or for any medicine which he shall 
, have’ prescribed or dispensed, unless he shall prove upon 
‘the trial that he is licensed and registered under this 
Ordinance. 

No person shall hold any appointment as a Veterinary 
Surgeon or Veterinary Officer unless he is licensed an 
registered under this Ordinance asa Veterinary Surge! 

No certificate required by any law, now or hereafter 
in force, from any Veterinary Surgeon shall be valid 
unless the person signing the same shall be licensed a” 
registered under this Ordinance. 


The Council shall administer for the purpose of this 
_ Ordinance such funds as may be ducinos from the fees 
or charges payable under this Ordinance, in respect ° 
the admission or licensing of Veterinary Surge! 
_which fees and charges shall be paid over to the Cound! 
and the administration of such funds shall be duly 
accounted for and audited in manner by law provided 
respect of administration of future funds. * 
ll regulations framed under the provisions of this 
Ordinance shall be approved by the Governor and pl / 
lished thereafter in 7’he Gazette, and shall take effec 
only after such approval and publication. 
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THE PROF. McCALL TESTIMONIAL FUND. 
Sir, 

The Committee having decided to take advantage of your 
kind offer in The Veterinary Record, dated Feb. 20th, I am 
requested to send periodically the names of gentlemen who 
have subscribed to the M’Call Fund. 

Subscriptions varying from five guineas to five shillings 
received up to the end of February. 

Feb. 15. J. A. Gosling (F), 212 Goswell Rd., London. 
16. J. McKinna (F), Huddersfield. 
22. Matthew Clark, Wimbledon. 

22. John J. Bell, Carlisle. 

22. R.B. Freeman, Dublin. 

23. Edward Coleman, Gravesend. 

24. W. Bower, East Rudham. 7 
25. R. Hughes (F), Oswestry. 

» Rk. Bryden, Seaham Harbour. 

A. Chivas, Corbridge-on-Tyne. 

8. Locke, Manchester. 

» Cunningham, Slateford. 

» Faulkner, Manchester. 

John Bell, Clonmel. 

A. Inglis McCallum, Edinburgh. 
» A. Wheatley (F), Reading. 

», dames Clark (F), Coupar Angus. 
»  W. Woods (F), Wigan. 

27 George Parr, Salisbury. 

John McKerlie, Hungerford. 

»  O. Bradley, Edinburgh 

» dames McKenny, Dublin. 

28. C. Moir, Cardiff. 

» 9. Howatt, Londonderry. 

» Edwin Sayer, Newport, (Mon.) 

»  H.G. Simpson (F), Windsor. 

»  W. Shipley (F), Yarmouth. 

29. R. T. Huston, Armagh. 

» W. Findlay Houston, Paisley. 

» Thomas Hibbard, New Brompton. 
» Archibald Fraser, Helston, Cornwall. 

A circular letter has been sent to all members on the 
1903 Register, and should more than the required amount 
be subscribed, the surplus will be handed over to the Veteri- 
nary Benevolent Fund. T. Marriorr, Hon. Sec. 

44 Upper Parliament Street, Liverpool. 


—. 


THE NATIONAL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT 
AND MUTUAL DEFENCE SOCIETY. 


The annual general meeting was held at the Grand 
Hotel, Aytoun Street, Manchester, W. A. Taylor, Esq., 
ident, in the chair. 
he CHAIRMAN, in reading an address, said—In con- 
formity with Rule IV. it is incumbent upon me to de- 
liver a presidential address. In following the example 
of my predecessors in office my remarks will be brief. It 
as been my privilege to listen to most of the presiden- 
tial addresses delivered during a period covering con- 
siderably more than thirty years, and on many occasions 
have felt that the interest in the reports of the Treas- 
wer and Secretary have suffered by the President’s 
review of the year’s work, indeed, it has occurred to me 
that it would best expedite the business of the annual 
neeting if the president were relieved of this duty. 
fl olding this view, I shall leave to my most worthy col- 
Cagues, Mr. Faulkner and Mr. Locke, the honour of 
ying before yon the record of the year’s work. Their 
teports will enable you to appreciate the onerous duties 
performed by them and your Council, and satisfy you I 
trust that the affairs of the Society were twelve months 
“20 placed in the care of those actuated by the sole 
“sire to carry out in all respects the objects for which 


Society, the Council and Officers doing all in their power 
to make it so. During the year five Council meetings 
have been held, and many cases brought before them, 
several of which have not been proceeded with, perhaps 
deterred by the firm stand taken by the Society, in three 
cases actions at law have been taken, but I aim pleased 
to report each defendant won his case with costs, every 
assistance was given to the members in trouble, the best 
council and veterinary experts engaged, and every 
means taken to vindicate their professional reputation. 
These results, gentlemen, are not obtained without costs 
to the Society ; even after obtaining the verdict, extra 
costs rise very quickly, but when your Council, after due 
deliberation, considers a member ought to be defended, 
no legitimate effort or expense is spared. What a 
tower to strength the Society is to those in trouble is 
best known to those who have needed its assistance. 
One case alone cost the Society about £80, even after 
obtaining a verdict. This ought to be an object lesson 
to all members of our profession who are not members of 
our Society. 

The hand of death has been very heavy during the 
last twelve months, no fewer than 16 members having 
died. We have one resignation, one member’s address 
cannot be found, and three have been crossed out of the 
list ;to compensate these losses we have enrolled 17 new 
members, and our membership now stands at 256. 

The Benevolent branch has also been doing good work, 
some particulars of which our Treasurer, Mr. Faulkner, 
will no doubt be prepared to give you. 

The TREASURER, in presenting his report, said he 
could not give a fulland complete account of the funds 
as the balance sheet would not be made up until the end 
of the year, when it would be audited and a copy for- 
warded to every member, but he had pleasure in giving 
an approximate idea of the funds of the Society. The 
income of the Benevolent branch during the year from 


| investments was £136 4s. 4d., and the amount granted 
‘in benevolence was £84. 


The income of the Defence branch up to date was £144 
5s. 7d. ; the expenses to date £53 6s. 9d., and £400 
from this branch had been transferred to the Benevolent 
account. 

The amount of funds invested in the Benevolent 
branch now stands at £4,200 ; cash in bank, £123 13s, 2d. ; 
cash in bank (Defence Fund), about £737 3s. 8d., mak- 
ing a grand total of £5,060 16s. 10d. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The forty-second annual meeting was held at the 
Grand Hotel, Manchester, on March 4th. The Presi- 
dent, W. Packman, Esq., in the chair, and the atten- 
dance included 42 members and friends. Amongst the 
visitors were Principal Williams, President of Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons; Dr. Niven, Dr. Ser- 
geant, Major Marriott, A.V.D., and Mr. Clarkson. 
Apologies for absence were announced from Pro- 
fessors Dewar, Delépine ; Messrs. Abson, Trigger. 

On the motion of Mr. Laithwood, seconded by Mr. 
Hughes, the minutes of the last meeting were taken as 
read. 

HEALTH CONGRESSES. 
A letter dated December 15th, 1903, from the Royal 
Institute of Public Health, London, respecting the Con- 
gress of that Institute to be held at Folkestone on July 


| 22nd to 27th, 1904. was read, also a letter bearing date 
i Jan. 5th, 1904, from the Sanitary Institute, London, in 


reference to their twenty-second Congress to be held at 
Glasgow on July 25th to 30th, 1904. 


our Society exists, 
— SECRETARY, in presenting his annual report, had 
Pleasure in testifying to the continued usefulness of the 


Mr. FAULKNER thought there was a general feeling 
that it would be advisable if these two organisations 
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could amalgamate on these occasions. It seemed to him 
that their interests would clash. However, he proposed 
that the question of sending delegates be postponed 
until the next quarterly meeting. This was setenilied by 
Mr. McKinna, and carried. 

A communication dated Feb. 28th, 1904, from the 
Lincolnshire Veterinary Medical Society (T. W. Turner, 
hon. sec.) asking for support of a representative at the 
coming Council elections was read. 

Mr. TayLor moved that this matter be deferred until 
the next meeting. Mr. Faulkner seconded. 


New MEMBERS. 


Mr. 8. Currre, M.R.C.V.S., Todmorden, was elected 
a member of the Association on the proposal of Mr. 
Taylor, seconded by Mr. Brittlebank. 

Mr. R. E. Montraomery, M.R.C.V.S., Liverpool, was 
also elected, proposed by Mr. G. H. Locke, seconded by 
Mr. Wolstenholme. 

In reference to the amendment to Rule V, Mr. Woods 
proposed that this matter be adjourned until the next 
meeting. 

Mr. FAULKNER in seconding, suggested that instead 
of leaving the matter over entirely a small Sub-Com- 
mittee should be appointed composed of the  ofticers of 
the Association, with power to add to their number, 
to consider the subject and report. This suggestion was 
adopted. 

The balance-sheet for 1903 was formally submitted by 
Mr. Wolstenholme, and copies were laid on the table. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME, in comment, said he was pleased 
tosee that the membership kept up. Last year there 
were 85 members against 81 in the preceding year. 
There was, however, a tendency for the i asa in hand 
to get lower each year. 

Mr. FAULKNER, as one of the auditors, proposed that 
the balance sheet be adopted, at the same time paying 


atribute to; the manner in which the accounts were 


Mr. Taylor seconded. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Mr. Watrer PackMan, M.R.C.V.S., Bury. 


Gentlemen,—It is now my duty to thank you for the 
honour you have conferred upon me by electing me your 
President for the current year. I recognise it is the 
highest honour you can possibly confer upon any of our 
members. IJ assure you i sincerely appreciate it, and I 
extend to you most cordially my grateful acknowledg- 
ments of your kindness and confidence. It will ever be 
my most earnest endeavour to watch over, and, if neces- 
sary, to guard the interests of this Association to the 
best of my ability, and promote so far as lies in my 
power, the poy | relationship of its members. This 
chair has been filled in the past by some of the most 
eminent and distinguished members of our profession, 
not the least of whom is my honoured predecessor, who 
has devoted much time and labour in order that these 
meetings should be profitable and enjoyable, and [ take 
this opportunity of extending to him our grateful 
thanks. 

While reviewing the progress made in the practice of 
veterinary medicine and surgery during the past forty or 
fifty years, it is forcibly impressed upon our minds that 
great changes have been made, both in the methods and 
materials. It will not require a very analytical mind to 
discover that these changes, to a very great extent, 
hinge upon the progress that has been made in the study 
of bacteria and their products. Out of this has been 
gradually evolved our present systems of antiseptic sur- 
gery, disinfection, isolation, and preventive and diagnos- 
tic inoculations. All the knowledge that has been 
—_ concerning bacteria has not been collected in a 

ay, and it has only been by a careful marshalling of 
facts as they have been accumulated, and by filling up, 


kept. 


sometimes merely by suggestions, the gaps that remain- 
ed, that the place in nature’s economy oF aes minute 
organisms has been discovered. It may be truthfully 
said that it was only during the last twenty years that 
bacteria laid so strong a hold upon the thought and 
imagination of the medical world, and that they have 
come to be looked upon as playing a most important 
part in processes hitherto attributed to very different 
causes. At first it was only the botanist who interested 
himself in the schizomycetes, as they have been called, 
and it was only occasionally that a scientific medical 
man made what were in reality but shrewd guesses that 
there was an important relationship between the growth 
and development of certain bacteria and some of the 
well-known infectious diseases. As the means and 
methods of experimentation improved this was proved 
to be really the case. As might have been expected, 
there were at first many bold statements made with but 
little foundation, and for many years a battle royal was 
fought between the upholders of bacteria! infection and 
their opponents. 

The uses of the conflict were shown by developing the 
critical and analytical powers of the observers, and thus 
greatly increasing the scientific value of the data ob- 
tained. Some French observers even went so far as to 
assert they had discovered minute organisms with the 
morphological attributes of snakes and crocodiles, and 
even to publish wood-cuts portraying these terrible 
germs. 

Pasteur may be called the pioneer who first raised 
bacteriology to the dignity of a science. Before this 
great scientist’s work on Fermentation there was little 
but a groping in the dark. It is true that during the 
early decades of the last century the infection of exposed 
wounds was attributed to the influence of the atmos- 

here, but it required the master-minds of Pasteur and 

yndall, whose powers of observation and deduction 
were far ahead of their times, to discover that it was not 
the air itself but the germs it carried that caused the in- 
fection. In 1865 Lister, following up the experiments 
of Pasteur, formulated his antiseptic method, and Guerin, 
following the same lines, discovered the efficacy of his 
surgical dressing. 

This science dealing with micro-organisms in their 
various morphological and physiological phases extends 
as facts gradually accumulate, and patient work and 
observation are concentrated to elaborate our knowledge 
of their modes of life, and the effects they or their secre- 
tions have upon the living or dead protoplasm. Pasteur, 
Lister, Chauveau, and Koch at length succeeded in ob- 
taining sufficient material upon which to generalise. Te 
these names must be added those of Devaine, Klebs. 
Céln, Miiller, and Salomensen on the Continent, and of 
Burdén Sanderson, Klein; and Woodhead, in England. 
Lister’s name stands out pre-eminent as a public bene- 
factor, for by the evolution and perfecting of the syste! 
of antiseptic surgery he has done more to relieve suffer- 
ing and diminish mortality in surgical cases than has 
been done by the most brilliant operator the world has 
ever produced. 

Guerin’s method of shielding the wounded tissues 
from the air by means of thick layers of cotton w00 
was a tremendous advance upon the old dressings, ht! 
septic infection was only hindered, not prevented, a” 
the method did not become popular. Lister strove © 
destroy the microbes present in the wound, and for *° 
doing used various chemical substances, and afterwar® 

rotected the wounded tissues from bacterial infectlo" 

y means of bandages. Guerin did not attempt © 
cause wounds to heal by first intention; they healed by 
granulation, the discharge being kept in check as = 
as possible. He allowed the bleeding to cease natura’; 
washed with tepid water, then applied camphoral 
alcohol, several aes of wadding and a bandage, t 
wound not being examined for a fortnight oF 
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weeks. The great disadvantage was that the wound 
could not be examined, and the progress made had to be 


gauged — constitutional symptoms, as temperature, 
appetite, &c. 

‘ ister’s idea was to obtain healing by first intention. 
He found that the air, instruments, surgeon’s hands, 
dressings, all carried the bacteria ; he therefore sought 
to do away with all the causes of infection in and 
around the wound. For a long time his antiseptic was 
carbolic, 1 in 20 to 1 in 40. The stronger solution he 
used to sterilise the region of the wound, instruments, 


and sponges, and the water for the operator’s hands, and 


for sponges during the operation. A spray was also 
kept playing to sterilise the air until the wound was 
stitched and dressed. . 

The of carbolic acid were proba- 
bly over-estimated, and the scrupulous cleanliness of the 
hands and instruments to which the success was so 
greatly due, wwder-estimated. Very rapidly other sub- 


stances were discovered that possessed greater antiseptic | 


properties and were less irritating to the tissues, Chloride 
of zine, Salicylic acid, Thymic acid, Perchloride of mer- 
cury, lodoform, quickly had their advocates. The 
spraying was discontinued when it was discovered that 
the entrance of the air was not of much account. The 
phagocytes quickly dispose of the small number of bac- 
teria that fall from the air, that is, of course, if the latter 
is as pu e as it should be for a surgical operation. It is 
dirty hands, instruments and dressings that are dangerous. 
Boiling water is now used as the simplest and most effee- 
tive germicide for instruments, as no germs, and but few 
spores can resist a temperature of 212°F. If higher 
temperatures are required, there are dry heat stoves and 
Chamberland’s auto-clave. 

In human surgery, antisepsis has to a great extent 
given way to asepsis. Absolute cleanliness is considered 
of more importance than chemical germicides. In our 
patients, however, on account of the difficulties presented 
in nursing, by unclean surroundings, antiseptic precau- 
tions are absolutely essential to prevent bacterial infection 
of a wound, whether surgical or traumatic. There must 
be the strictest antisepsis before, during, and after the 
“operation. Micro-biology has discovered that many of 
these minute organims perform physiological duties, for 
example, in ruminants the Bacillus amylobacter performs 
a large part of the work that would otherwise have to be 
done by the epithelial cells of the stomach itself. Many 
are general scavengers, and play a very important part 
in the breaking down of dead animal and vegetable 
matter, 

A bacteriological examination of the water to be used 
for drinking purposes is of the utmost importance. Water 
containing any appreciable amount of organic matter 
will have a lems number of putrefactive organisms 
Present. This is a very important matter to the practi- 
cal hygienist. Water may contain a considerable quan- 
ity of organic matter, and may teem with organisms 
after standing for a while, but by filtering may be ren- 

ered fairly tit for drinking purposes if used fresh, but if 
allowed to stand in contact with the air, would again 

“ome crowded with organisms. On the other hand, 
Water containing but little organic matter may contain 
“lsease germs rendering it very dangerous. The imicro- 


‘Cope Is more important than a chemical analysis under 


these circumstances, 
: he bacteriological examination of milk is also of the 
itost importance, it may be the means of conveying 
vongullective germs of tubercle, cholera or typhoid. — In 
of me the continental countries a most complete system 
lnspection has been organised. In Denmark, 
inspectors are employed to keep watch upon 

© cattte that supply milk. 


must admit that much more could be done than at | 


a in the way of a careful and systematic examina- 
"of the milk used for human food. Many more 


| examples might be given to prove that a knowledge, 
firstly of the forms, and secondly of the biological 
| and physiological characteristics of bacteria is now abso- 
lutely necessary to successfully struggle against their 
various infections. The excreta of a cow dead of an- 
thrax will infect a whole neighbourhood. A little dirt 
in a wound will produce tetanus. 

It was the discovery that the pathogenic germs were 
capable of being destroyed by various agents that brought 
about the introduction of the various disinfectants, such 
as heat, and certain chemical substances, as carbolic 
acid. Moist heat of 200°F and upwards, sunlight, and 
even ordinary daylight, will destroy the vitality of many 
bacilli in a very short time. It is only necessary to 
moisten the bacilli and spores with a one in a thousand 
| solution of Perehloride of Mercury for a few minutes, 
-and almost without exception they will be destroyed. 
Day by day the light that the study of bacteria throws 
on the diagnosis, prevention, and treatment of disease 
increases. It is by the introduction of different organ- 
‘isms inte the animal system that anthrax, tubercle, 
glanders, strangles, swine-fever, tetanus, pneumonia, 
rabies, typhoid and the eruptive fevers are produced and 
spread, It is upon this knowledge that our modern 
system of sanitation has been built, and by it that con- 
tagious pleuro-pneumonia, cattle plague, and foot-and- 
mouth disease te been blotted out. The spread of 
' glanders, bovine tuberculosis, and rabies is greatly pre- 

vented by the measures now adopted to insure naidlen, 
disinfection, ete. 

A great point was gained by Jenner's important cis- 
covery that immunity against sinall-pox might be con- 
ferred by inoculating with lymph from animals suffering 
from cow-pox, though it is stated that the Turks as early 
1718 practised the inoculation of small-pox lymph = to 
produce a milder protective attack of the disease. 

Bacteria and their products may be greatly modified 
by various processes, and used to produce immunity 
from the diseases they originally caused. 

When cultivated on media containing certain chemicals, 
or when repeatedly passed through the bodies of animals 
'by successive inoculation, they may become greatly 
weakened, and altogether lose their virulence. It was 
found that upon devitalising the Bacillus Anthracis it 
might be introduced into the subcutaneous tissue of a 
sheep without giving rise to serious symptoms. This 
fact was communicated to the Royal Society in London 
in 1880, by Greenfield. In France in the following year 
Toussaint intimated to the French Academy that he hac 
obtained an anthrax vaccinal fluid that when inoculated 
into an animal did not cause death, but produced im- 
munity from future attacks of the disease. Pasteur, by 
his experiments made in May, I881, gave ample evidence 
of the utility of this method of treatment. He sueceeded 
in making an anthrax vaccine of very great efficacy, the 
mortality amongst vaccinated sheep being one-tenth of 
which occurs amongst the unvaccinated, Equally 
resnits were not always obtained by other 
/menters, but in all cases the experiments seem to have 
‘failed through want of attention to detail rather than 
from any defect in the method itself, and from the failure 
‘to recognise that the virus ased originally is not always of 
the same strength, that animals possess different degrees 
of susceptibility and natural immunity, also that the 

quantity of virus injected very materially alters the 
‘experiments. Klein discovered that blood taken from a 
| white mouse dead of anthrax was a protective vaccine 
for sheep, and that that from a guinea-pig was modified 
as far as cattle were concerned. While considering 

the last mentioned experiment, it must not be forgotten 
that cattle sometimes recover from anthrax under ordin- 


In England, I think we ary treatment. 


It has for a long time been known that tuberculosis ix 
an inceulable disease, but it was not until 1883 that 
Koch was able to demonstrate that « specific organism, 
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capable of being cultivated outside the body, could be 
separated from the tubercular tissue, and that this or- 
ganism was capable of producing tubercular disease when 
introduced into the tissues of certain animals. Koch 
followed up this discovery by a combined process of 
reasoning and experimentation, and basing his methods 
upon that adopted in other diseases, obtained a substance 
with which he asserted that he could combat the disease. 
“Tuberculin,” as this substance was named, is a glycerine 
extract of pure cultivations of tubercle bacilli. In prin- 
ciple it was supposed to resemble Pasteur’s inoculation 
against hydrophobia, as it was intended to be introduced 
into the body subsequent to its inoculation with the 
disease virus. Koch’s fluid did not perform all that was 
expected from it, but a great advance was made in our 
knowledge of the conditions necessary for the combating 
of bacteria. Koch’s fluid was not intended to cure 
tuberculosis, only to stop it. The tubercle bacillus des- 
troys the tissues in which it grows, and tuberculin was 
intended to complete the process of destruction. Thus 
the cure could only be comparative, as it is not possible 
to entirely replace highly organised tissue that has once 
been destroyed. The utility of tuberculin as a diagnostic 
agent cannot be doubted, and it seems to be only in 
England that it is not estimated at its true value. In 
most of our Colonies, and nearly the whole of America, 


no cattle are allowed to be landed alive without having | 


snecessfully undergone the test. 

Though glanders is one of the best known of the 
diseases of animals and is one of the best described of 
the diseases known to the veterinary surgeon, it was long 
before it was looked upon as an infectious disease. In 
1869, Chauveau thought it was due to a specific poison, 
and it was not until 1882 that Léffler and Schiitz, by a 
series of experiments, proved that glandérs was in man 
ways analogous to tubercle, and Mallein is prepared mue! 
in the same way as tuberculin. 

Many attempts have been made to find and cultivate 
the bacillus of rabies. Pasteur, Chamberland, and Roux 
all made most careful search, but without any satisfac- 
tory result. It was soon generally accepted that rabies 
never arose spontaneously. Pasteur did not commence 
the stndy of rabies in earnest until 1880, and one can 
imagine with what zeal he engaged upon the investiga- 
tion. A man of Pasteur’s temperament could but be 
facinated by the difticulties that surrounded the study 
of a disease so terrible. From the cords of rabbits dead 
of the disease he obtained vaccine of varying virulence. 
The longer the cord is kept in an air-tight sterilised 
flask the less virulent it becomes. On October 26th, 
1885, Pasteur submitted his discovery to the French 
Academy. He showed that by inoculating animals on 19 
successive days with fragments of different cords beaten 
up with broth, he could commence with the oldest and 
weakest, and by suecessive inoculations, day by day 
using a stronger virus, induce such a state of immunity 
that the pure virus could be injected with safety. This 
method applied to human beings affords protection 
against hydrophobia in 99 cases out of 100. 

A vaccine is obtained from the black-quarter virus by 
drying and heating the flesh of an animal that has had 
the disease, and will protect the most susceptible animals 
from attack. The introduction of the system of serum- 
therapy, or antitoxin treatment, has revolutionised the 
treatment and prophylaxis of such diseases as diphtheria 
and tetanus. 

The antitoxins of these two diseases are obtained by 
subcutaneously injecting the toxic products of the re- 
spective bacilli grown in slightly alkaline broth, or in 
broth containing blood plasma, into some animal, prefera- 
bly a horse. The injections are made systematically, 
one after the other, in gradually increasing doses until at 
last the blood contains a considerable amount of anti- 
toxin. The serum of this blood is then used as an in- 
jection, the antitoxins combine with the toxiris in the 


blood of the affected animal and render them inert and 
prevent them from exerting any deleterious action upon 
the tissues. 

It was during the final decade of the last century that 
the investigations of toxins and immunity were mostly 
carried out, and that period will always stand out in the 
history of medicine as the starting point in the system of 
serum-therapy, and serum diagnosis. 

The anthrax bacillus was obtained for the first time in 
a pure cultivation by Koch in 1876, and between 1880- 
1890 the bacteria of suppuration, tubercle, glanders, 
diphtheria, typhoid fever, cholera, and tetanus were 
identitied, and their relationship to the respective diseases 
ascertained. From 1880 immunity has been the subject 
of systematic research. The pioneers in England of the 
production of artificial immunity by means of attenuated 
virus were Duguid, Burden-Sanderson, and Greenfield. 

From 1884, Metchnikoff and his theory of phagoey- 
tosis proved a great stimulus to research. This process 
of phagocytosis undoubtedly proceeds with more or less 
success in many infective diseases. If anthrax bacilli 
are introduced into the trog the leucocytes englobe the 
bacteria and dispose of them. This is undoubtedly the 
cause of immunity as far as the frog is concerned. The 
| leucocytes convey the microbes to the liver and _ spleen, 
| where they are disposed of within the cells. It may be 
said that immunity largely depends yp the power of 
the leucocytes, or phagocytes, to englobe and dispose of 
| the pathogenic microbes. The action of toxins and 
anti-toxins is but little understood. Success in the use 
of anti-toxins will depend on whether they are adminis- 
tered in time to prevent the fatal action of the toxins. 
This can seldom be done in tetanus, as the disease has 
no local manifestations, and the general symptoms 
which proclaim it already imply the presence of a 
general infecticn. In diphtheria, however, the local 
manifestations are distinct, and may be recognised soon 
enough to anticipate the general toxic effect of the in 
jection of the serum. Progress is being made in other 
diseases, viz., typhoid, cholera, and pneumonia. — The 
toxin is elaborated by the microbe, the anti-toxin Is 
formed within the living cells of the body, and when 
these two are brought into contact the result is a pro 
duction of a compound inert towards the living tissues. 
It must be remembered that there are two important 
factors in the production of bacterial infection, viz., the 

wroduction of toxins and the multiplication of the 
bacilli within the tissues, and there is no fixed relation 
between the two, as some organisms, for exaniple, b. 
tetani, though great toxin producers have little or 
power of invading the tissues. These points are ll 
portant, as the means of defence against a disease will 
depend upon the power of neutralising the toxins, or 0! 
destroying the bacilli that produce them. The intimate 
nature of anti-toxic action is one of the most comp!’ 
cated problems in pathology, and although a flood of 
light has been recently shed upon it by Ehrliek and 
others, the problem still remains most complex. 

The object of my reading to you this brief summary 
has been, not to teach you anything that you do net 
already know, but to impress upon you the importanes 
the stndy of Bacteriology has upon_ veterinary scien’ 
My object will have been attained if, in addition to 
having interested you for a few moments, I have st 
ceeeded in impressing upon your minds to how great an 
extent the future of veterinary medicine and surgery ! 


bound up in it, and [ hope no opportunity of incronns 


our knowledge in this direction will be neglected. . 
our profession, as in all others, it is a a a 

we ale, 
higher 
pro- 


“ survival of the fittest.” The more up-to-date 
the greater will be our individual success, and the 
the standard and the greater the usefulness of 0W! 
fession. 
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Mr. Taytor said that, as members were aware, it (first thoughts were that a great honour had been con- 
was not customary on these occasions to criticise any ferred upon him, and then he began to think would the 
remarks which the President might make in his address, | toast have sufficient justice done to it! Would it not 
therefore only one duty remained, and that was to thank | be submitted in the manner in which it so thoroughly 
him with earnestness for the trouble he had gone to in | deserves if entrusted to a younger member of the Asso- 
preparing such an address as had been presented to this | ciation, one who would be full of youthful enthusiastic 
meeting. ; : ; eloquence, instead of feeling as he did, after almost 35 

Mr. FAULKNER, in cordially seconding the vote of | years active service in the veterinary profession, that he 
thanks, said he was sure that, after hearing this address, | was rapidly approaching the retired list- probably if he 
the members would all agree that no mistake had been | had belonged to the Army Veterinary Department he 
made in the appointment of President. would have been on the retired list before now. How- 

The vote was heartily supported by all present. ever, he had.to say that in connection with this toast he 

The PrEsmpENT briefly thanked them for their appre- | yielded to no one in his a ypreciation and regard for the 
ciation of his address. ; medical profession. The beh sition it had attained, 

Mr. TayLor then gave notice that at the next and its usefiilness in oddone to the work of the 
quarterly meeting of the Association to be held in April _ world placed it, as a profession, second to none. For 
he had a communication to make with regard to Post- himself he felt that the veterinary profession could not 
Graduate Courses in connection with the Victoria Uni- fail to appreciate the great services that had been ren- 
versity of Manchester. | to in the past, 

/ were being rendered to them inthe present, and we hope 
| that, so far as the two rofessions are 

The customary loyal toasts having been duly honoured, | cerned in their various walks of life, they will have 

Mr. HuGHEs proposed “ The Forces.” He the helping hand of the medical profession when. re- 
said that he failed to see why he had been called upon to | quired. We know that so far as the relationship of 
propose the toast. .He was thankful to think that this human life and human usefulness is concerned there is a 
toast did not need any special introduction. We have , wide difference in comparison with the veterinary pro- 
had only recently a good illustration that the British | fession and the life and usefulness of the lower animals, 
soldier of to-day is quite as good an example as he was | but there is a field he was happy to say, and it was with- 
100 years ago. There is the same courage, the same | out a lonely furrow, where there was a kind of relation- 
weadiness to respond to duty’s call, and the same indomi- | ship, a community of interests as between the medical 
table spirit existent to-day as in years gone by. _ profession and the veterinary profession by which the 

Major Marrtort, A.V.D., in briefly responding, said | combined working was likely to yield the best results. 
he was pleased to say that the inducements for joining | He alluded to the field of comparative pathology, bae- 
the service were very much greater now than they were | teriology, parasitology and tropical diseases. We do 
when he entered the Army. On behalf of the Imperial look up to the high scientific attainments which the 
Forces he thanked them most heartily for the toast. | medical profession possess, the amount of work done by 

Captain Bartow also responded, remarking that so | investigators in research work and by research workers, 
far as regards the rank which had now been given to, but we claim that in connection with that work there is 
the veterinary profession, it ought to have been given acertain amount of dovetailing, and should he say again, 
long years ago, and it ought to be given to the medical a community of interests as between the two profes- 
profession. The rank, and the due belonging to that | sions, which by combined work would in the long rin 

rank, should be given to every man who joined the! make for the best results. We of the veterinary pro- 
Services, whether it be the Regulars, the Militia, the | fession all looked forward to the medical profession 
Volunteers, or first of all the Navy. He maintained ; utilising as far as they possibly could that special kuo-v- 
that the amount of time spent in attaining the necessary | ledge which rests with the members of the veterinary 
“nalifications to become an efficient surgeon on board | profession in respect to diseases of the lower animals 
His Majesty’s ships of war, or an efficient veterinary }and which is not in the possession of any other body. 
‘urgeon—that alone ought to prove sufficient to place | We all hoped that the medical profession would always, 
srank along with the boy who had simply passed | as in the past, utilise anything andeverything that could 
through Sandhurst, Woolwich, or one of our naval train- | be brought to their hands, and by combined working 
ing ships. It is only during the last five years that the | use for the public good and the public health that which 
rank of the medical profession and the veterinary pro- | is ready to command. 
fession had been recognised, and he was only sorry to| Inconnection with this toast we had expected that 
find that the same hampering conditions were being | Prof. Delépine would have been with us, but unforte- 
placed upon the medical profession and the veterinary | nately business had peevented him. However, Dr. 

Profession as upon our ordinary soldiers, and our ordi- | Niven would respond on behalf of the medical profes: 

nary commissioned officers. He gave an instance where | sion, and he (Mr. Faulkner) desired to say both with re- 

¢ had had sent to him a preparation from the French | gard to Professor‘Delépine and Dr. Niven that he looked 

Veterinary College, which was used in France and in| upon these gentlemen as honourable members of at 

yerhany for the treatment of pneumonia amongst four- | worthy oo As veterinary surgeons they in Lan- 

ooted beasts. He had tried to get it introduced into | cashire looked up to these gentlemen as pioneers in 
anterbury and Woolwich, but they said it was not on | science. They were both striving to obtain that which 
their lists, and if they used it the money would have to | was for the public welfare. In Parliament it sometimes 

‘ome out of their own pockets. That is the assistance happened that men’s ideas got too far in advanee of 

that onr Government tried to give tous. Although the | public opinion, and public opinion is slow to move, ss 

money now offered would give every member who cared | we all knew. that these gentlemen were working ii oa 

‘6 join sutticient money to live upon, it would not give | right direction. He had the greatest pleasure ge 

which he ought to have of making a name | them to drink most he 

“ Imself. He thought that more money ought to be | Profession, and he added, wish them God-speed in 

— to the advancement of Veterinary science in the | work for the public good. ’ 

Army, Dr. NIVEN, in respons», desired to thank then most 

pitt. FAULKNER proposed the toast of “The Medical cordially on his own behalf, on behalf of Dr. eorgeant 

tofession,” He said when he received a courteous | who had had to leave early, and for Prof. erg = 
mit intimating a desire that he should sub- | unfortunately, was unable to 
18 important toast he could assure them that his! ble board, for the manner in which they ha 
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to the toast. He also thanked Mr. Faulkner for the | 


exceedingly kindly terms in which he had submitted the 
toast of “ The Medical Profession,” and more than that, 
for the warm expressions of regard which he had _ bes- 
towed upon them as a profession. He (Dr. Niven) 
could cordially reciprocate all that had been said in 
reference to joint fields of labour and thought they 
were sufficient to engage the whole faculties of the 
highest intellects. 

Mr. Faulkner had justly observed that there was one 
important field of labour both for the medical and veter- 
inary profession—that of comparative pathology in par- 
ticular. Speaking in the absence of Prof. Delépine, who 
was a great authority on this subject, he (Dr. Niven ) 
confessed to a certain degree of ignorance in regard to it. 
But there was another important ground which was 
rapidly opening up which he could speak about with 
more freedom, namely, the field of public health. It is 
true that the movement which seemed to be tabout to 
spread rapidly for the appointment of veterinary sur- 
geons in extended districts of the country which should 
be allotted to them to carry out the inspection of cow- 
sheds, ete., acting in conjunction with the Medical 
Officer of Health, had not proceeded with the rapidity 
which was hoped for some years ago when this subject 
was last before their annual meeting. As Mr. Faulkner 
said, these things moved slowly, but at the same time 
the tendency was there. Here and there one authority 
after another had seen it to be necessary to have a veter- 
inary surgeon to carry out the special branches of work 
in connection with public health. In Manchester, of 
course, not only is the special work in connection with 
tuberculosis carried out by a veterinary surgeon, and I 
need hardly say carried out most successfully, but the 
work of meat inspection is also carried out by a veterin- 
ary surgeon, and that movement is spreading, too. We 
may look forward to a time when country districts 
would be under inspection by veterinary surgeons ap- 
pointed by the County Authorities, who would examine 
milk cows under conditions similar to those existing in 
our large towns under the model milk zlausex, and would 
report on the sanitary condition of the farms. There 
could be no question that in spite of some partial im- 
provement here and there, from a medical public health 
point of view the condition of the farms in many res- 
pects which he need not particularise was very backward, 
and in some instances most deplorable. It was high time 
that the Government took independent action in order 
that the country should be brought into line with the 
town. We are in this position: we are both interested— 
both the medical and the veterinary profession, in the 
milk supply. It is a matter of very great moment that 
the milk should be brought into our towns from healthy 
animals and cleanly surroundings, and it appeared to 
him a most anomalous state of things at present that 
under the Government regulations it should be practic- 
able for people in the country to keep their cows in sheds 
that were extremely limited as regards cnbic space, and 
were also dark and ill ventilated, whilst we in the towns 
were in possession of much better animals and saw that 
at least they had a fair amount of cubic space and that 
the cowsheds were well lighted and clean. Now we 
ought both to be interested in having that state of things 
changed, and this is not too much to aim for. Again he 
very heartily reciprocated the kind expressions which 
Mr. Faulkner had bestowed upon the medical profession 
= begged to thank them for the honour done to him- 
self. 

Mr. 8. F. Burcuer (Bury) in proposing the toast of 
“The Veterinary Profession,” remarked that one of the 
most eloquent after-dinner speakers on some such occa- 
sion as this once remarked that the only satisfaction 
that Daniel had on entering the den of lions was that 


he would not be called upon after the feast to respond | 


to the toast of his health. The only drawback to an 
exceedingly pleasant evening had been that he had 
facing him the proposition of this toast of “ The Veteri- 
nary Profession.” He had felt ever since his friend, the 
President, had asked him to propose this toast a_per- 
petual indigestion. However, he had this consolation 
that he supposed all their sympathies centred in the 
President, and he had known him for considerably over 
20 years as one of the best and most honourable men in 
the world. An outsider knew little of the veterinary 
rofession, and on one occasion he met a man who gave 
im a curious idea of it. When holding an inquest ona 
child who had been overlaid in bed, and when that 
verdict was about to be returned, one of the jurymen 
got up and said that Dr. had been called in and 
was willing to give a certificate that the child had died 
of “sineup.” He (Mr. Butcher) said, I suppose you mean 
“syncope.” He replied that he did not know whether 
it was syncope or what the h— it was, he was nota 
medical man himself but was only a horse-doctor. That 
judgment gave hima very profound idea of what the 
veterinary surgeon must be. On turning to the diction- 
ary he found that the derivation of the word veterinary 
had something tc do with a man who let horses and 
mules out for hire, and likewise found that it had some- 
thing to do with beasts. Then on looking up the word 
profession that it meant an occupation implying a 
modicum of learning. Now in proposing the health of 
the veterinary profession he proposed it as, in all senses, 
implying a modicum of learning. He thought, however, 
that the veterinary profession claimed to be something 
more than the embodiment of a modicum of learning. 
He was satisfied that no one was worthy of the name of 
a professional man in the best sense who was not con- 
tent to make of his profession a mistress most true to 
him and to render her such homage as should neve! 
excite her jealousy. He had heard that night some 
observations that had satisfied him that there was @ 
vast amount of that sentiment existing amongst _theit 
profession, aud also in the profession which Dr. Niven 
represents and ornaments. He, as a coroner, thought 
there was greater room for collaboration between. the 
one whose mistakes he had to sit upon and the one body 
of men whose mistakes there is no one to enquire 
into. If the spirit that Mr. Faulkner had spoken °! 
obtained in their profession they would not only look 
up with admiration to the medical profession but the 
medical profession would look upon the veterinary }!” 
fession as one of their most valuable allies in the work 
of lessening human woe and suffering. _He would si 
that it was desirable above all things, if their profe~ 
sions were to hold their own in the eye of the public o! 
this country -it was necessary that not only shoul 
they be honourable men themselves, but it was of the 
utmost importance that they should look to the efficacy 
of the professions ; that they should not be merely 
practisers of a trade but that they should be men ” 
were looking forward to the time when disease could 
lessened not only among human beings but in the ama 
world also, and that they should have been effectté 
instruments in accomplishing it. \ 
Prof. WiLL1AMs, in response to the toast, thanked 4 
Butcher for the kindly way in which he proposed : 
health and prosperity of the veterinary profes! 
There wasa great similarity between Mr. Butchers an 
fession and their own owing to the new regulations - 
the Board of Agriculture. Not only had the ag 
rofession to sit upon their patients but they ha 
utcher them also. 
There was one thing about their profession of 
he was proud, and that was that they had now an 
their senses. Some 20 yeais ago, if it had been ** 


gested to a veterinary surgeon who had been in J a 
for years that it would be a good thing for him ™> 
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‘back to college he would have been amazed. We were 


under the impression that when we had got our degrees 
we knew all there was to know. The general feeling 
now is that we do not know nearly so much as we ought, 
and we are endeavouring to learn as much as we can. 
We have been making appeals from the North and from 
the South of the country to the Universities to assist 
us. We receive no assistance from the Government. 
No veterinary school gets a penny from the Govern- 
ment, and yet one of the most valuable assets of the 
country—the flocks and herds, are under our charge. 
No adequate protection from the ravages of disease that 
are in existence on the Continent is adopted here. The 
day may come come when rinderpest may break out in 
this country, and he very much doubted if there were 
more than half-a-dozen veterinary surgeons who would 
be able to recognise such an outbreak. Such a state of 
things should not be, and it ought to be the duty of the 
‘Government to take a certain number from our profes- 
sion and instruct them in respect of all diseases which 
threaten this country. 

Some veterinary surgeons were getting despondent 
owing to the increased nse of motor cars and electrically 
driven vehicles ; thinking there was a probability of a 
veterinary surgeon becoming as extinct as the dodo, 
and that probably he or some other member of the pro- 
fession would be placed in the British Museum and 
labelled “ This was what was known as a veterinary sur- 
geon (now extinct) who used to treat what were called 
the lower animals.” 

There was a well known saying among politicians that 
unless a country was well armed she had little chance of 
being at peace. Unless this country was well defended 
by being well informed respecting all diseases she had 
little chance of being free from such diseases. We all 
know that a new disease was imported from South 
Africa, and that disease will probably spread over the 
-country and cause considerable loss ; Ae the only con- 
solation the Board of Agricuitare can give is to issue a 

mphlet giving advice. This is not as it should be. 

ey ought to have an efficient body of veterinary sur- 
geons under their command to investigate and have con- 
trol over these diseases. 

Then, again, every little municipality whenever it gets 
alittle money together must have a Bill in Parliament. 
That seemed to be the sole object of the Mayor of a 
village. They get their Bills passed, many of these Bills 
contain clauses which are directly opposed to the pre- 
cepts of their profession. It had been urged that they 
ought to have a M.P. who would look after their inter- 
ests, but he did not agree with this. He did, however, 
think that they should if possible have a member of their 
profession to attend the House of Commons to inspect 
the various Bills brought forward, and to discuss them 


With individual members. The alternative is that we 
should do as the medical profession does, make a repre- 
sentation that we have a member in connection with the 
1Government Board. If we had a veterinary sur- 
Bon M an Official position on the Local Government 
rd it would be his duty to look after these Bills and 
Prevent the obnoxious clauses being inserted. 
Ir. Taytor submitted the toast of “The President.” 

€ said that more years ago than he cared to state he 
Was Imbued with the impression that he was ashy man. 
ran existence of over half a century he only found 
Proof the other day of that impression. He happened 
‘9 pick up a book which had the effrontery to state that 
an Englishman was shy. That in times of peace he 
might be seen going along a railway station platform 
tone for a compartment without an occupant, and 
oa d someone venture to enter that compartment he 
ould always turn his back upon them out of shyness. 
nen in some of our large restaurants having small 
oes an Englishman may usually be known by his 


endeavour to have a table to himself, and this is attri- 
buted to innate shyness. You may therefore judge that 
when our newly elected President asked him to under- 
take that toast of “The health of the Senior Officer of 
that Association,” those feelings of shyness again came 
over him. But above all things, above all the attributes 
of man, whether English or Foreign, duty stands pre- 
eminent, and at the call of duty every Englishman, as 
Nelson stated, is expected to perform it. After the 
torrents of eloquence which have fallen from various 
speakers, some of them with a modicum of learning, 
some of them with more ornate language than he was 
possessed of, there seemed little left to heap upon the 
shoulders of the newly elected President. 

He had known Mr. Packman for nearly the whole of 
the time he had been practising in this district, and he 
could truthfully assert, even in his presence, that he 
never was known todo a mean action. That he is 
honourable, straightforward in his scientific pursuits and 
in his daily practice he had absolute knowledge of, and 
he did not hesitate to say that so far as he is able he will 
command the respect and sympathy of the members of 
the Lancashire V.M.S. He appealed to them, and that 
because he had passed through the chair himself, to give 
the President that support which would make the meet- 
ings of that Association a success during his year of 
presidency. A President can call meetings, but he can- 
not provide the attendance, and if--and he was sure he 
was worthy of it—all the members did their best to 
support Mr. Packman in the post which it will be his 
endeavour to fulfil to his utmost capabilities, all would 
be doing their duty to him, and through him to the 
Association to which they belonged. 

There are breakers ahead in their profession, as Prof. 
Williams had indicated. They had to do with a most 
valuable asset of the county, an asset belonging to the 
greatest industry in this kingdom —the industry of agri- 
culture, He thought there were men in their profession 
who were able and willing but lacked the means to save 
the country much expense, and in the future enhance the 
value of that asset. He had no intention to digress 
from the subject of the toast which had been placed in 
his hand, and he therefore asked them one and all to 
drink the health of the President. 

This was cordially responded to, accompanied by the 
singing “ For he’s a jolly good fellow.” 

The PRESIDENT desired to thank Mr. Taylor for the 
very kind remarks he had made in proposing the toast 
of his health. He assured them that if for one small 
moment he thought he deserved all that had been said 
about him he would be more than satisfied: Mr. Taylor 
had been a friend of his for a very long time, and he 
extended the same compliments in return to that gen- 
tleman. 

With regard to the Lancashire Veterinary Medical 
Association, he would always do his best to support and 
further the interests of that Association to the best of 
his ability. He hoped the members would attend and 
support him in his endeavours, so that the Society might 
go on and prosper. He was very pleased to have had 
such distinguished men amongst them that night, and 
regretted the absence of Prof. Delépine and the other 
gentlemen who had not been able to attend. Again he 
thanked them most sincerely for their very kind response 
to the toast proposed by Mr. Taylor. 7 , 

Mr. Larruwoop then “The Visitors.” Res- 
ponded to by Councillor Roberts. 

Mr. BrirTLeEBANK submitted the toast “The Ladies. 
Mr. Chas. Challinor suitably responded. ; 

The entertainment was provided by Messrs. Faulkner, 
S, Locke, Allen, Butel er, Walmsley and Holt, and a very 
enjoyable evening was spent. 
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[In sympathy with the “country practitioner” of our 
own profession we “lift” the following lines from the 
B.M.J. of March 5th. This parody on Mr. Rudyard Kip- 
ling’s verses on Her Majesty’s Jollies was published in 
the St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Journal for August, 


1899. 
THE COUNTRY DOCTOR. 
(With apologies to Mr. Rudyard Kipling.) 
AsI was a-goin’ ’ome to bed, through a muddy country lane, 
T seen a man in a oilskin cape, a-trudgin’ through the rain, 
’E ’adn’t a match, an’ ’s pipe was out, as’ I ses to ’em, 


**Oo are you ?”’ 
An’ ’e ses, ‘‘I’m a doctor, the country doctor, surgeon an’ 


midwife too!’’ 
Now ’e never gets paid for ’arf ’e does, an’ ’e does the work 


of two, 
An’ ’e isn’t one of the gentlefolks, ’an ’e ain’t like me nor 


you, 

E’s a sort of a bloomin’ chameleotype, surgeon an’ midwife 
too. 

An’ I seen ’im again all over the shop, a-playin’ all sorts of 
rags, 

Like settin’ a fractured collar-bone with a couple of touch- 


line flags, 
An’ the parsons owe ‘im money, for their wives. give ’im 


work to do, 
Though ’e’s only the doctor, the country doctor, surgeon an’ 


midwife too. 
An’-the Poor Law Board they sits on ’im, and tries to dock 


screw, 

Though ’e’as ’s bread and cheese to git the same as me or 
you, 

They think ’e’s a ’aughty philantocrat, surgeon an’ midwife 
too. 

An’ I seen ’im again witha knife an’ things, and the sweat 
was on ’is brow, 

’E was trying to mend the guts of a bloke as ’ad spiked ’is- 


self in a row ; 
’Twas late at night an’ ’e ’adn’t no light, to see what e’ ’ad 


to do, 
An’ ’s pal was a doctor, a country doctor, surgeon an’ mid- 


wife too. 
°E adn’t got far with ’is little job, ’e wasn’t but ’alfway 


through, 

When the bloke sits up an’ asks for a drink, the same as it 
might be you ; 

Ho! they ain’t no special anesthetutes, surgeon and midwife 
too. 

But there wasn’t a call to do as you done when you ’ad the 
gout in yer toe, 

An’ you fetched ’im out in the dead of night, an’ ’e ’ad six 
miles to go, . 


For you’ve ’ad it before, and you’ll ’ave it again, and you 
know just what to do. 

You don’t want the pore old country ‘‘ doc.’’ dispenser an’ 
staff nurse, too. 

You pays ’im? What? Yes, tuppence a week, an’ you’re 
earnin’ ‘‘ thirty-two.’’ 

An’ e’ ’as to subscribe to your football club, which you’re 
too mean to do, 

Because ’e’s the doctor, the country doctor, surgeon an’ 
midwife too. 


Now I never believes in them specialist thieves, what stam- 
mer, an’ grunt, an’ blow, 

As’ll watch yer die with a winkin’ eye for a ’undred pound 
or so ; 

An’ when it’s ‘‘ Checks! ”’ an’ ‘‘ ’Oose turn next ! ’’—which 
I ’opes it won’t be you !— 

Let’s stick to the doctor, the country doctor, surgeon an’ 
midwife too. 

An’ when you come to the Bar of Gawd, an’ ’E says ‘Oo 
passed you through ?”’ 

(For ’e’ates Peculiar Peoplean’ the Christian Science crew) 

Just mention the doctor, the country doctor, surgeon an’ 
midwife too. 


The American Government Veterinary Inspector. 


Dr. J. F. Ryder, who has been connected with the 
foreign cattle trade of Birkenhead for a long period as 
the American Government representative, was on 
Saturday presented, by his friends engaged in the cattle 
business of the port, with an address and a piece of 
silver plate, prior to his leaving for a new appointment 
in America. The gifts consisted of a bowl of very mas 
sive proportion, weighing upwards of 70 oz. It is 
wall chased, the ornamentation occupying separate 

nels round the body of the bowl, whilst the edge is 

rther adorned by a graceful pierced gallery. Two of 
the panels have been left plain, and upon one of these is 
tastefully engraved the monogram of the recipient, 
J.F.R., while the other bears the inscription, ‘‘ Presented 
by a few Birkenhead friends.” The bowl stands upon 
an ebony plinth, and is provided with a gilt net for 
flowers. e illuminated address, which is contained in 
a handsome morocco folding frame, sets forth the 
oceasion and bears a list of the names of the subscriber 
to the presentation. These beautiful articles have give! 
much pleasure both to donors and recipients, to, the 
credit of the manufacturers, Messrs. Oldfields, Limited. 
Old Postoftice Place, Liverpool.—Liverpool Mercury. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS :ACTS 1894 1903 


Summary oF Returns, WEEK ENDING Marcu 5, 1904. 


Foot- Giancers Rubies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. 
Out- | Ani- | Out- aul Out- | Ani- Out- Slaugh- 
[breaks mals. Jbreaks/ mals. jon mals. Dogs. | Other breaks. | tered 
1903 os 10 12 26 | 44 1s 
Corresponding week in 196? 20 | 46 18 | 37 2 28 | 
1901 5 | 19 1 | 62 | 28 
Total for 10 weeks, 1904 ee 212 289 ee | 267 530 ee oe 257 
1908 18 | 250 .. | .. .. | .. | 266 | 
Corresponding period in {1902 .. 165 | 286 .. .. | 419 5 | .. | 318 1812 
1901 126 | 183 10 | 652 | 242 449 1 401 203° 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, March 8th, 1904. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infectio®- 
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_ Personal. 


Wittett.—On the 4th inst. at 6, Harley Place, Har- 
Jey Street, N.W., the wife of J. Willett, M.R.C.V.S., of a 
daughter. . 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
Wark Orrice, PALL MALL, March 8. 


Lieut. A. Olver to be Captain. 


OBITUARY 
Tuomas E. W. Lewis, Major, A.V.D. 
Graduated, Lond: June, 1886. 


Major Lewis has recently returned from a tour of 
service in Egypt. He was only 38 years of age. The 
funeral takes place at Horsell Church, on the 11th inst. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


LEAVE OUT VETERINARY INSPECTOR. 
Sir, 

May I be allowed to point out that your editorials in the 
two last numbers of your paper on the above subject are a 
little at variance. As stated, the first was written before 
you knew what was in the Kettering Improvement Bill re- 
garding the Veterinary Inspector, therefore I think your 
remarks may be excused because of a want of knowledge. 

Unfortunately, I am afraid I and the majority of your 
readers are still in the same plight ; a state which could at 
least be partly removed had you published in extenso the 
«lauses in the Bill relating to the duties and position of the 
Veterinary Inspector. 

After carefully considering what you have published, 
however, and taking into account the history of legisla- 
tion as regards the sale of milk from cows with diseased 


| udders, Iam trying to console myself (and I offer the con- 
| solation to others similarly affected) by thinking that the 


picture is not quite so black as you have painted it. For 
Instance, if I understand the result of the opposition to the 
Bill correctly, I think the latter will not “ place all the 
powers of examining cattle in the hands of the Medical 
Officer of Health or his nominee,” because, if only the 
Words ** Veterinary Inspector’’ be left out of the clauses, 
either will still have to be accompanied by a properly 
qualified veterinary surgeon when, under the Bill, a dairy 
'sentered for the purpose of inspecting cows. 

I enclose you herewith a copy of the Clauses relating to 


| ‘uberculous milk, which are contained in the Sheffield Cor- 


poration Act, 1900, and if you will compare Section 135 of | 


(leaving out the words ‘‘ Veterinary Inspector’? from 
mm) I think you will find that they are very much 


€ and support my contention. 


_ . 135.—(1) If milk from a dairy situate within the city 
ne sold or suffered to be sold or used within the city 
“en officer of health or any person provided with 
nr wt required exhibiting the authority in writing of the 
ied lal officer may if accompanied by a properly quali- 
Veterinary surgeon at all reasonable hours enter the 
offic. and inspect the cows kept therein and if the medical _ 
ne mel or such person has reason to suspect that any cow 
may ° dairy is suffering from tuberculosis of the udder he 
me eave the cow to be milked in his presence and 
lis a € samples of the milk and the milk from any par- 
ar teat shall if he so requires be kept separate and in | 


ca 
furnished Ee and sealed sample thereof shall be 


Like yourself, | do not know why the Board of Agricul- 
ture and the Central Chamber of Agriculture object to the 
words ‘‘ Veterinary Inspector’? remaining in the Bill, 
neither do I know what arguments may be advanced in 
favour of deleting the words by the three Members of Par- 
liament opposing. I do know, however, that the Bill if 
passed as framed would establish a precedent, because it 
asks for powers that so far have not been granted to any 
Local Authority. 

It may be that the Board of Agriculture, for this 
reason, object to an Urban District Council appointing a 
veterinary inspector, or they may object to a veterinary 
inspector having the same power as a medical officer to 
enter a dairy and inspect the cows there. Both appear 
very petty reasons for leaving out the veterinary inspector 
from the clauses in the Bill, and personally I regret that a 
powerful body such as the Board of Agriculture should take 
such action, whatever may be the reason for so doing. It 
may be that the Kettering Urban District Council have 
sinned by asking for too great powers. If so, they at least 
have not created a precedent, and they have certainly 
sinned in good company, as both the London County 
Council and the Manchester Corporation are seeking by 
Bills before the present Parliament to have further powers 
granted to them for dealing with cows affected with tuber- 
culosis of the udder. Further, as in the case of the Ketter- 
ing Bill, both are being opposed in the interests of Agricul- 
turists and dairymen. 

As you and probably most of your readers are aware, 
since the proceedings of the British Congress on ‘Tubercu- 
losis in 1901 when Koch made his start!ing statements, the 
friends of Agriculture have persistently advocated that no 
further legislative powers should at present be given to 
Local Authorities regarding the sale of meat and milk from 
tuberculous cattle. Only so late as February 27th Mr. 
Chaplin was to ask the President of the Local Government 
Board whether, pending the report of the Royal Commis- 
sion on Tuberculosis, he will take steps to prevent the in- 
sertion, in Private Bills promoted by Local Authorities, of 
clauses affecting the sale of milk applicable only to particular 
dlistricis. 

I have emphasised the word ‘‘ only’ as I think it will ex- 
plain one of the motives which agriculturists have for 
opposing such measures. If the Royal Commission on 
tuberculosis, when they issue their report, decide against 
the theories and conclusions of Koch, there is not a doubt 
but that agriculturists will agitate for the inclusion of 
tuberculosis as a scheduled contagious disease, and in this 
I hope they will be backed up by the medical and veteri- 
nary professions and the public generally, as well as by meat 
and milk purveyors. 

By such measures as will then have to be put into force 
the number of cows with tuberculous udders will at least 
be greatly reduced, and it is hoped finally eradicated. In- 
stead of being applicable only to particular districts such 
measures, of course, will have to be common throughout the 


| of this Act with Section 103 of the Kettering Improvement | With tuberculous reat and milk. 


country and no doubt will have to be accompanied by a cer- 
tain measure of compensation. 

In my opinion it is the latter which is the greatest stumb- 
ling block to the successful legislation necessary to deal 
Given fair compensation 
for the seizure of the carcases of animals bought bona side 
in open market and not showing until after slaughter such 


' evidence of disease as warrants condemnation of the car- 


case, together with reasonable compensation (carcase value) 
for ‘‘ wasters’? and cows with tuberculous udders which 
have been notified by the owners to the proper authorities, 
then I think health authorities will have agriculturists, 
meat and milk purveyors co-operating with them in taking 
the first steps towards stamping out tuberculosis. Insteaal 


of co-operation there is now opposition. 


As previously mentioned, if we take the history of legis- 
lation relating to milk from diseased udders into considera- 


tion we shall probably find another reason for this opposi- 


tion, also why the Board of Agriculture is concerned in the 
matter. 

In a paper 
British Congress on 
Niven, Medical Officer of Health 


coutributed to the State Section of the 
‘Tuberculous, 1901, by Dr. James 
for Manchester (a copy of 
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which I enclose) on the administration of the Manchester 
Milk Clauses, will be found a short history of the compila- 
tion of these clauses. In this paper it is stated that when 
in 1899 Manchester and other Corporations were applying 
for these powers, they were advised by the Local Govern- 
ment Board to agree on a common set of clauses. These 
were prepared by Mr. Fitzgerald and were then considered 
jointly by the Local Government Board, the Board of Agri- 
culture, and the Associated Chambers of Agriculture, and 
after some additions and diminutions finally agreed to. 

As the powers asked for by the London County Council, 
the Manchester Corporation, Kettering Urban District 
Council, and no doubt other Local Authorities are in 
advance of what were agreed upon in 1899 by the bodies 
above mentioned, it can easily be conceived that the Board 
of Agriculture and Chambers of Agriculture will be in 
opposition until the new powers have been considered and 
approved by them, and I expect this is not likely to happen 
before the Report of the Royal Commission on Tuberculosis 
is issued. 

Whether any of these Local Authorities now get increased 
powers or not, I consider the publicity which will obtain by 
the promotion and discussion of the Bills will be beneficial 
as showing that additional powers are required, and the 
opposition will point to the fact that legislation to be of 
real value must not be piecemeal, permissive, or local, but 
national and compulsory. 

Although some members of the medical profession would 
like to have the sole power to examine dairy cattle, I see 
no reason why this is likely to be granted, because so far 
the trend has been in the opposite direction, as seen in the 
Infectious Diseases Prevention Act, 1890, the Public 
Health (Scotland) Act 1897, and in the Model Milk Clauses 
relating to milk from cows affected with tuberculosis of the 
udder. Should such a tendency appear I trust that the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons will rise to the 
occasion and do all in its power to prevent such a catas- 
trophe (for such it would be to the veterinary profession) an 
effort which I feel certain would be supported by agricul- 
turists, dairymen, and meat purveyors.—Yours etc., 

J.S. Luoyp, F.R.C.V.S. 

March Ist, 1904. 

P.S.—Since writing the above I have seen the enclosed 
account of the meeting of the Central and Associated Cham- 
bers of Agriculture held on March 1st.—J.S.L. 


‘““Mr. W. C. B. Beaumont, M.P., presided over a Council 
meeting of the Central and Associated Chambers of Agri- 
culture in London on Tuesday, March Ist. The Ear! of 
Derby, Sir Edward Strachey, M.P., Mr. Laurence Hardy, 
M.P., Mr. J. Lloyd Wharton, M.P., and the Right Hon. 
J. Lowther, M.P., were also present. 

Sir Edward Strachey then moved the adoption of the re- 
port of the Parliamentary Committee dealing with the 
question of tuberculosis and the milk supply. The report 
stated that the Committee had opposed the Kettering, 
Filey, London County Council, and the Manchester Bills. 
The promoters of the Filey and Kettering Bills, however, 
had since agreed to such alterations in their milk clauses, as 
would make them conform to the model clauses, and they 
had therefore withdrawn their opposition. The London 
County Council in their Bill sought power to remove and 
slaughter any cow in any dairy, farm, or cowshed in the 
county (elsewhere than in the City of London) suspected of 
suffering from tuberculosis of the udder, and to pay the 
full value of such cow as compensation, if after slaughter it 
was found that the cow was not in fact suffering from the 
disease. If found to be suffering, the value of the carcase 
and half the cost incurred were to be paid, the amount in 
both cases to be determined by a veterinary surgeon. The 
Committee had given notice for that part of the Bill to be 
omitted. The London County Council had refused to meet 
them. They must therefore oppose the Bill, for it would be 
a dangerous thing to allow County Councils to slaughter 
cows merely after a clinical examination. No cow should 
be slaughtered until after a bacteriological examination of 
the milk, the result of which would confirm a clinical exam- 
ination. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Middleton (Cleveland) seconded the adoption of the 
report.’’—Shefiield Daily Telegraph. 


ENEMIES.” 
Sir, 
During the time I was an Inspector under the Diseases 


of Animals Acts I never felt so insulted as when the Board 


of Agriculture made insinuations against me by reason of 
reports sent to them by their travelling inspectors. 

I am very much in doubt whether the reports forwarded 
to the Board of Agriculture by their Inspectors are to be 
relied upon. To make mountains out of molehills with the 
object of scoring a point might be gratifying to these lay- 
men, but it’s a stab in the back against the veterinary sur- 
geon, who most probably knows nothing of the insinuations 
or charges made against him. If any member of the 
veterinary profession has acted dishonourably why does not 
the Board of Agriculture make a statement of facts and 
let the matter come before our members of Council. The 
Board of Agriculture have no reasons to treat every veteri- 
nary surgeon as an unreliable nondescript.— Yours truly, 

Fam Puay. 


WARRANTY CASE AT NEWCASTLE. 
Sir, 

In the Editorial notes of last week’s Record you refer to: 
the absence of veterinary evidence in a case heard at New- 
castle. This is not correct, as I made the post-mortem, 
and also attended Court and gave evidence. Why my name 
wasn’t mentioned in any of the papers I am at a loss to 
know.— Yours faithfully, W. J. Foreman. 

Leadgate, March 7th. 


[We are glad of this correction, and think it very unfair 
of a reporter to omit evidence of importance like this.—Ep._ 


POTASSIUM PERMANGANATE IN MILK FEVER. 
Sir, 

For some months past I have treated all my milk fever 
cases with injections into the udder ofa solution of potassium 
permanganate, grs. 60 to the quart of water, afterwards! 
inject a few syringefulls of air into each quarter. I have 
had no losses with this treatment up to now, there has been 
no mammitis afterwards as so often results from the injec- 
tion of potassium iodide, and in each case the recovery has 


' been very rapid. 


Of course the same results might have been obtained by 
sterilized air alone, but air is a commodity which farmers do 
not fancy having to pay for.—Yours faithfully, 

F. Witson, M.R.C.V.5. 


THE SHEEP-SCAB CASE IN N. WALES. 
Sir, 
In your issue of 5th inst., you give a report from [le 
North Wales Times of a sheep-scab prosecution. From @ 
professional point of view it is not encouraging to find such 
a divergence of opinion on what should really have beet # 
simple matter of fact. 

From a legal standpoint I think the evidence of Messt*. 
Hughes and Howatson was inadmissable, as under the 
Diseases of Animals Act rebutting evidence cannot 
accepted, the only defence, in cases of the nature, wot 
be such as would go to show that the owner had not, a 
could not possibly have obtained, a knowledge of tH 
existence of the disease specified. - 

The Diseases of Animals Act, 1894, 57 and 58 Vict, 
Chap. 54, Section 44 (5), says: ‘‘A certificate of a Veter 
nary Inspector to the effect that an animal is or ¥* 
affected with a disease specified in the certificate shall ve 
the purposes of this Act be conclusive evidence in all Courts & 
Justice of the matter certified.”’—Yours truly, : 
Mr Jcpick 


Communications, Books ann Papers RECEIVED.— Mesh 
T. Marriott, B. Moore, M.A: D.Sc., Arnold & Sons. \\."" 
Foreman, W.F. Wilson. Secretary B.D.F. Associa” 
Fairplay,’’ ‘*‘ The Man in the Moon,”’ Me Judice. 

The Notts Posts. 
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